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Partnering for Progress
First and foremost, I’d like to thank
Laura Greenfelder and her staff for
hosting the Chamber Member Networking Night “Mentoring Chesaning’s
Youth,” and the administrators of
Chesaning Union Schools including Kim
Vincke, Melinda Soule, Karla Parker
and Miranda Volk for their presentation. It was one of the most energizing
meetings that I have attended in a long
while. In those few hours, we built the
foundation for future partnerships that
will benefit both our area youth and
our chamber members.
For those of you who were unable
to attend, you missed great conversation about work-study opportunities,
student mentoring and bringing businesses into the schools at all grade
levels to share information about their
industries. We were also excited to
learn of the addition of Erica Birkmeier
to the school staff, who will act as their
career/college counselor through a
special program offered by the
Saginaw County ISD. See the article on
page 4 for more information about

Erica’s new role at the schools and in
our village.
We are just getting started on the
many partnerships that can be built
with our schools to benefit our entire
community. Plans are already underway for a future chamber/school event
such as a career day or business fair
hopefully later this school year. Keep
an eye on your upcoming chamber
news for more information!
It is so important for our chamber
members to participate in these valuable meetings. The chamber has been
working hard to offer Networking
Nights and other events to help benefit
your businesses and organizations, as
well as offer services to our community. Be sure to take advantage of all
that your chamber membership offers
you. The more that we work together,
the better off we all will be!
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Welcome to the new Community Services
Building! The Village and Police Station are
now located here with the Chamber office!
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Member News & Community Highlights






August

Please note the Chamber’s new mailing
address: 218 N. Front Street, Suite B,
Chesaning, MI 48616. We will no longer
have our P.O. Box as of the end of the
month.



Are your business cards and brochures
up-to-date at the Chamber office? Be
sure to drop off your current information
and take advantage of the extra traffic in
our office thanks to the many visitors to
the Village offices!



Jared Kaczmarczyk has been named Chief
Financial Officer at United Financial
Credit Union.



Riverfront Grille has announced their
Comedy for Cancer and Oktoberfest
Beer Tent event scheduled for Friday and
Saturday, October 19 and 20! Visit their
Facebook page for more details. The fun
begins at 5pm each evening. Funds
raised will provide financial support to
families fighting cancer through the Living Proof Together Foundation.

Deadline coming soon! Did you want to
participate as a Candlelight Walk sponsor
for the Kringle’s Krossing reusable shopping bags that will be given to our event
guests this year? Be sure to let the office
know by September 27!

The State Bank Welcomes New Employees, Carrie Mika as the Company’s newest Public Funds Relationship Manager and Asia Maeder as their newest
Mortgage Processing Manager.

Chamber Statistics:
We received
115 Phone Calls,
362 Emails &
59 Visitors

October 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2

3 Chamber Marketing
Meeting 8am

4
MI Blood Drive/Fire
Department Noon-6pm

5 MI Blood Drive/Fire
Department 9am-3pm

7:30pm Village Council
7

8

Columbus Day

9

Candlewalk Committee
Meeting 5:45pm

Chesaning Township

10
Noon Chamber Raffle

11 Chamber Board of
Directors Meeting 8am

6pm DDA Meeting

14

15

16

17
5-7pm K of C
Hamburg/Social Night

21

22

7pm Library Book Club

23

24
Noon Chamber Raffle

7:30am Task Force
Meeting

28

29

30

31 Happy

Halloween!

13

12

In-Stitches Knitting
@ Library 11am

Trinity Comm. Supper 5pm

Handmade Music Festival –Showboat Park
19

20 Sweetest Day
Comedy for Cancer & Oktoberfest
Beer Tent—Riverfront Grille

7pm Sports Boosters
7:30pm Village Council

6 Final Market Off Broad
9am-1pm

Chesaning Homecoming
Parade 4:30pm
Varsity Football 7pm

Library-Writing a Novel
Class, 6-7pm
18

Sat

Saginaw Co. Fairgrounds
Barn Bash 7pm
25

26

27

Repeating Meetings/Events:
 Rotary Club meets at noon on Tuesdays, Riverfront Grille
 Am. Legion Queen of Hearts Raffle is on Tuesdays at 8pm, Pintown
 Kiwanis Meets at 7am on Wednesdays except on 3rd week when

they meet at 7pm, Riverfront Grille

”It’s as much fun to scare as to be scared…” ~ Vincent Price
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Trinity Methodist Church Celebrates 50 Years
This month, we celebrate with Trinity
Methodist Church as they reflect upon the
past half-century. Here is their story:
"Let's build a new Methodist Church in
Chesaning!" This idea, until then a vague
shadow, was given birth in the Fall of 1962. A
Study Committee, appointed by the Official
Board to study the matter, set before the
Quarterly Conference in the bold recommendations that we purchase a new site; build a
new parsonage; build a new Church within 5
years; and invite the congregation of Robinson Church to merge with the congregation
at Chesaning in the new building. We felt that
God was leading us into a bold new venture.
The first faltering steps were taken in
January 1963, when the Congregations of the
Robinson and Chesaning Churches met in a
joint Quarterly Conference. Action was taken
to merge the two congregations, the building
program was approved, a Building committee
was established, and the first finance crusade
was authorized for the summer of 1963.
The name Trinity United Methodist

Church was formally established
September 28, 1968 by the opening
and occupancy services in the new
sanctuary. The Chesaning United
Methodist Church, the Robinson
United Methodist Church and the
Salem United Methodist
Church made up the Trinity United
Methodist Church.
It’s been 50 years since the
three small area churches came
together to form the Church that we worship
and fellowship in today. The very first worship service in this building was held on September 29, 1968. Members of each of the
three churches met in their own churches
that morning to begin a time of worship.
They then interrupted their services to meet
in the parking lot here at Trinity, and came in
to this House of Worship as a brand new
United Methodist congregation. Rev. Charles
E. Jacobs welcomed his flock to worship and
preached the first sermon, “The Church in the
Mainstream.”
Continued on Page 4...

Three Churches Into One

Happy 55th Anniversary, Chesaning Manufacturing
Here at the Chamber, we love a good
story of business success, and the Brettrager
family doesn’t disappoint! They recently
shared their history on their Facebook page
and we are reprinting it here with their permission for your enjoyment!
Chesaning Manufacturing dba Jetool is
celebrating their 55-year Anniversary:
Chesaning Manufacturing was discovered
unexpectedly while Don Brettrager was flying
and landed at the Chesaning airport for a
bathroom break. Don noticed a foreclosure
sign on the door of a building across the
street from the airport. The property soon
became the Brettragers and they started
Chesaning Manufacturing in 1963.
Chesaning Manufacturing started by doing shop work and machine tool building. Within the next decade, Don found him-

self in the early developing stages of
the EDM business and established
Bretco, Inc. The EDM business had
worldwide sales. Don later sold Bretco to a
Swiss company and began a new journey in
ground support equipment.
Don later bought Jetool from its founder
Russell Purchase, the Chief Pilot for Dow
Chemical, in the early 80’s. Chesaning MFG
dba Jetool started making specific ground
support tools to help maintain certain types
of aircraft.
Jetool has been recognized by companies
such as General Electric, Rhinestahl, Honeywell and Pratt & Whitney for both quality
products and service around the world.
Fast forward to today, Chesaning MFG
dba Jetool is celebrating 55 years in the community. Don and Pat Brettrager have since

Empty pockets never held anyone back. Only empty heads and empty hearts can do that. ~ Norman Vincent Peale
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Meet Erica Birkmeier, Career & College Advisor
There’s a new resource for Chesaning
students and our local businesses who would
like to be involved in mentoring and work/
study opportunities for our local youth; meet
Erica Birkmeier, the new Career & College
Advisor at Chesaning High School! We hope
our chamber members will reach out to her
to see how they can get involved with the
schools and help our students! Here is a little
about Erica and her new role:
As the Career and College Advisor for
Chesaning High School, it is my goal to empower students to be able to make wellinformed decisions about their future. I am
responsible for supporting students academically while encouraging them to think about
their post-secondary goals. As students begin
their career and college research, I will provide the resources and experience necessary
to have a comprehensive grasp on what their

future plans require, academically and personally. I will also assist the Counseling office
to prepare students for testing and work to
keep students on track to meet all financial
aid, scholarship, and college application requirements and deadlines.
I am looking forward to utilizing the resources within the Chesaning business community. I hope to schedule local guest speakers to share professional experiences with the
students, as well as organizing site visits and
job shadows to get the students into the
workplace.
Personally, my husband and I have four
sons and live in Chesaning. I am thrilled with
the opportunity to be a positive influence on
the youth of my community!
Welcome, Erica! You can reach her at the
Chesaning High School by calling 845-2040 or
by email at ebirkmeier@sisd.cc.

The Saginaw Intermediate School District is working on meeting student and employer needs
through Career Technical Education (CTE). At last month’s Task Force meeting, Kathy L. Stewart,
Superintendent of Saginaw ISD, shared information about the upcoming CTE millage vote (visioneliminate opportunity gaps) and connecting business and education.

Trinity Methodist Church (continued from page 3)
Trinity 50th Birthday Celebrations
Sunday, September 30—10:30 A.M.
Commemorate the very first service of worship here at Trinity and “remembering the
saints” who paved the way for us 50 years
earlier.

Saturday, October 20—50TH BIRTHDAY
GALA!! NEED TICKET TO ATTEND!! Available
through the church office, free, but limited
seating for the dinner (deadline: October 6th).
Congratulations, Trinity Methodist
Church staff and congregation!

Chesaning Manufacturing (continued from page 3)
decided to retire from their business in January of 2017. They have five children; Tom,
Jan, Ron, Dan and Connie. The four oldest
still work at Chesaning MFG dba Jetool. Their
youngest child, Connie lives in Ludington,
Michigan. They have 13 Grandchildren and
14 Great Grandchildren.
Don and Pat’s oldest four children (Tom,
Jan, Ron and Dan) have decided to take the
reins of the company. They now share ownership and Jan has been moved to The President and CEO position of the company.

Just 10 years shy of the business anniversary, machinist Al Wenzlick is celebrating 45
years of service to Chesaning Manufacturing
this year! Jan notes that they are always
seeking skilled labor and “plan on adding
more machinists and a Certified Welder yet
this year”. Be sure to share that news with
any job seekers that you know.
Let’s wish Chesaning MFG dba Jetool
continued success after 55 years of business
in the community, and Don and Pat a happy
and healthy retirement! Congratulations!

You can also
register your
business at www.
mibrightfuture.org
to become a
career coach and
help students
secure their
future!

Coming Attractions!
September 2018
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Buy Nearby Weekend is October 5
5--7, 2018!
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This is the year of anniversaries for
Chesaning’s Christmas Candlelight Walk! Not
only are we celebrating the 35th year of the
Chamber’s signature annual event, but it is
also the 20th anniversary of the Festival of
Trees, which has become as much a focal
point of the Candlewalk as the luminary-lined
streets and free horse-drawn carriage rides!
Darlene Valentine of Valentine MiniStorage recently came across an Argus-Press
news article from November 27, 1998
(written by Judy Brown-Kurnik), announcing
the addition of “Christmas Tree Lane” and the
Festival of Trees to the annual Candlelight
Walk schedule of events. Darlene was one of
the original co-chairmen of the new activity
for the festival, along with Becky McDougall
and Stephanie Thompson.
Christmas Tree Lane was a pathway of
potted blue spruces that were decorated in
Christmas lights to guide visitors to the former Peet Center (now the Public House). The
trees could be purchased for $15 each and
picked up on the Sunday after the festival was
over. Along with Christmas Tree Lane, the
Chamber hosted the first Festival of Trees
inside the Peet Center with chamber members sponsoring trees, wreathes and gifts as
they do now. The big difference in the Festi-

Anne Eickholt
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Kevin Carlton
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Toby Nathan
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Amy Melwing
Studio 124

val of Trees in 1998 was that visitors bid on
the Festival of Trees items instead of purchasing raffle tickets. The opening bid was $45 for
each tree. Proceeds from that first year were
earmarked for the Parshallburg Bridge Project
as well as supporting the following year’s
Candlelight Walk events.
Noted in the article was a quote from Ms.
McDougall hoping that the Festival of Trees
would become an annual event. Some things
have changed over the years but the tradition
did indeed continue and is now a part of the
Candlewalk that our visitors and residents
look forward to every year!
Soon we will be sending our chamber
members the sponsorship forms to get involved with the Festival of Trees. If you have
never seen the beautiful trees, wreathes and
gifts that our creative businesses, organizations and even local residents submit, make
sure to stop by this year to take a look... and
maybe try your luck at winning one by purchasing a raffle ticket or two!

Please Note Our New Address:

Festival of Trees: A History

Chesaning Chamber of Commerce
218 N. Front Street ~ Suite B
Chesaning, MI 48616

Raffle Winners:

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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