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Chesaning Chamber of Commerce Mission Statement  
 

“To actively foster business growth,  

member services and a united community”  

SQUEAKING WHEEL??? 

How many times have you heard 

or even shared the phrase “the squeak-

ing wheel gets the grease?” 

For the last 25 years, Labor Day 

weekend for the Stoddard’s has meant 

The Auburn Classic Car auction.  This 

year was no different. We loaded up 10 

vehicles and off we went, selling most, 

except my favorite, a 1989 Lincoln 

Town Car.  Talk about a ride, this car is 

all that and much, much, more; huge, 

American-built luxury and, now at it’s 

age, it still gets 24 miles to the gallon.  

LOL, anyways, I say all that to 

share that my morning ritual is to run 

down to the arches and get an ice tea 

and a double chocolate muffin.  Break-

fast of champions, right?  Well, when I 

was alongside their building this morn-

ing, I heard the distinctive sound of a 

wheel bearing going dry; many of you 

know what I mean.  It was telling me to 

take action soon or you are in trou-

ble. Jeff, I will be calling you sometime 

today.  My own little call to action. 

As a business owner in Chesaning, 

I am asking each one of you to join me 

in another call to action.  I think it is 

way past time that the “powers that 

be” need to know from us what each 

day in delays in the bridge projects are 

costing us, both monetarily and in  

customer goodwill. 

I have written to them once past 

but it is high time for another try. I am 

encouraging all of you to take a few 

minutes and put together your 

thoughts on this subject. Listed below 

are three contact persons of interest: 

The Honorable  

Senator Ken Horn 

P.O. Box 30036 

Lansing, MI  48909-7536 

SenKHorn@senate.michigan.gov 
 

The Honorable  

Representative Ben Glardon 

S-1189 House Office Building 

P.O. Box 30014 

Lansing, MI  48909 

BenGlardon@house.mi.gov 
 

Jack Hofweber 

MDOT-TSC Manager 

2590 E. Wilder Road 

Bay City, MI  48706 

hofweberj@michigan.gov 
 

If you would CC me at 

randy@stoddardhomes.com when 

sending them your letter so that I may 

monitor your thoughts and concerns 

on this matter.  Let’s see if the old ad-

age applies to this project. 

See you dodging the barrels, 

           Randy 

Randall D. Stoddard, President 
Chesaning Chamber of Commerce 

mailto:SenKHorn@senate.michigan.gov?subject=Chesaning%20MDOT%20Construction%20Projects
mailto:BenGlardon@house.mi.gov?subject=Chesaning%20MDOT%20Construction%20Projects
mailto:hofweberj@michigan.gov?subject=Chesaning%20MDOT%20Construction%20Projects
mailto:randy@stoddardhomes.com?subject=Chesaning%20MDOT%20Construction%20projects


The Chamber is promoting our busi-

nesses and community organizations in a 

multitude of ways! You’ve seen Corky the 

Construction Cone’s adventures all over town 

posted to Facebook, some receiving thou-

sands of views and dozens of shares… great 

free marketing! To date, he has made almost 

40 visits to chamber members and Chesaning 

public places, highlighting all that our friendly 

community has to offer. 

New to our website: Now Hiring! Send 

Kate your job opportunities to share on our 

website and Facebook. The more interest in 

these new options for job seekers, the more 

widely viewed they will be, giving employers 

a larger pool of candidates from which to 

hire. Thank you to Horger’s Farm & Automo-

tive for inspiring this new member benefit! 

Please read our articles about Football 

Frenzy (pg 4) and the Poker Room (pg 6)! 

What the Chamber is Working On For You 

Welcome, Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church  

August 

Chamber Statistics: 

We received 

97 Phone Calls, 

383 Emails & 

78 Visitors 
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Our newest Associate Chamber Member 
is Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church - WELS. 
(WELS stands for Wisconsin Evangelical Lu-
theran Synod). Located on the corner of M-
57 and South Hemlock Road, this busy church 
and school has been under the guidance of 
Pastor David Mielke since 2009. 

From Labor Day through Memorial Day, 
the church offers weekly Divine (or Family 
Worship) Services on Sunday at 7:45am and 
10:15am, with Family Bible Time, including 
Sunday School for youth and Bible study for 
adults, at 9am. During the summer months, 
Divine Service is offered at 7pm on Thursdays 
and 9am on Sundays. Additional information 
and church events are listed on the church 
website at www.christ-oakley.org. 

Thank you to the leadership and families 
of Christ Evangelical Lutheran for supporting 
the Chamber and the Chesaning community 
with your membership! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Join the families of Christ Evangelical 

Lutheran for a free Fall Family Fun Fest in-
cluding games, prizes, activities, bounce 
house, food and more on Saturday, Septem-
ber 17 from 1-4pm at the park located by 
the Christ Lutheran School (next to the 
church)! 

“Success is going from failure to failure without loss of enthusiasm.” ~ Winston Churchill 

Member News & Community Highlights 

 The Saginaw County Fair's 8th annual Har-
vest Banquet fundraising event is sched-
uled for Saturday, Sept. 24th at 6pm at St. 
Peter Parish Hall in Chesaning. Your $100 
ticket includes a deluxe catered dinner by 
Sullivans, beverages including beer and 
wine, live entertainment by Acoustic 
Blends, and enters you to win a cash prize 
of up to $2,000. All ticket holders will have 
a better than one in five chance of winning 
$50 or more. There will be a silent auction 
and raffle for a mini-bike and three guns. 
All proceeds go toward fairground improve-
ments. Only 200 tickets are being sold! To 
be recognized as a Grand Champion Spon-
sor is $500, which includes a table for eight 
(four tickets). Other sponsorship levels are 

also available. For more information or to 
reserve tickets contact Howard V. Eben-
hoeh at 989-737-7415.  

 Congratulations to Meyer Electric 
for their acquisition of the former 
Mitchell Corporation building in 
Owosso! 26,000-square-feet is a lot 
of room to grow!  

 Trinity United Methodist Church is 
hosting a Pig Roast on Saturday, 
Sept. 24 to support their Free Food 
Program. They are seeking silent 
auction donations ($20 or more), 
corporate and individual sponsors 
and volunteers! Call Beth Harris at 
989-413-1137 for more informa-
tion. 

http://www.chesaningchamber.org/now-hiring.html
http://www.christ-oakley.org


Happy 55th Anniversary, Main Beverage! 

Page 3 September 2016 

Main Beverage Company is a family-
owned beer and wine distribution company 
spanning three generations of operation and 
celebrating 55 years in business.  The com-
pany was originally purchased by Leonard and 
Barbara Maike in 1961 and has remained in 
the family since that time.  Leonard passed 
away in the spring of 2016.  Today, Keith 
Maike, Leonard and Barbara’s son, is the 
President of Main Beverage Company, having 
been the owner for several years and an inte-
gral part of the business for over 30 years. 

The business began in a building near the 
corner of Main Street and Gould Street in 
Owosso, hence the name Main Beverage 
Company.  There were three trucks and five 
employees.  Not even five years after Mr. and 
Mrs. Maike purchased the business in 1961, 
the building burned to the ground in the win-
ter of 1966.  With the help of fellow distribu-
tors from Flint, Lansing and Saginaw, Main 
Beverage Company was able to continue op-
erations and make the move to its current 
located at 202 South Lansing Street in 
Owosso.  Ironically, Main Beverage Company 
again sustained a fire on Feb. 21, 2011 in the 
midst of its year-long 50th anniversary cele-
bration.  The entire operation was moved to 
Flint with only one full delivery day being 

missed, operating there for just over a year 
before moving back to the newly renovated 
Lansing Street location.    

Present day, the company employs 25 
local, full-time people with annual payroll 
benefits in excess of $1.2 million.  Four regular 
delivery routes service all of Shiawassee 
County and parts of Clinton, Saginaw and 
Genesee counties, delivering over 7,350,000 
cases of beer and 17,000 cases of wine annu-
ally to over 170 bars, restaurants, grocery and 
convenience stores in four-counties. 

Main Beverage Company brands include 
Budweiser, Bud Light, Busch, Busch Light and 
Natural Light, as well as Guinness, Heineken, 
Labatt, Stella Artois and several other import 
beers.  Additionally, several national, regional 
and Michigan craft beers are distributed.  No-
tably, two Michigan favorite brands distrib-
uted are ROAK Brewing and Perrin Brewing 
offerings.    Also included in the company’s 
extensive portfolio are several brands of wine 
from multiple suppliers, most notably E&J 
Gallo and St. Julian of Michigan. 

Over the years, Main Beverage Company 
has been a strong supporter of many local 
charities, civic organizations and area schools. 
Thank you for your continued support.  From 
all of us at Main Beverage…This Bud’s for you! 

In 1956, Art Gewirtz bought a small ice 
cream shop with no knowledge of the restau-
rant business, just a desire to provide an op-
portunity to his 9 children for a summer job 
and to help them build a strong work ethic.  
His daughter, Deb Henige, is the current 
owner and credits her father with instilling a 
common-sense approach to managing the 
Malt Shop, quoting his many one-liners, such 
as “You got time to lean, you got time to 
clean”, that stay with her even today. 4 out of 
the 9 children in the family have continued to 
make their roots in the Chesaning area. 

The Malt Shop began as a simple 2 win-
dow counter service restaurant, but in the mid 
1970’s, expanded to include indoor seating.  A 
menu game-changer for the Malt Shop was 
the addition of broaster chicken in 1982 which 
continues to be a favorite even today. The 
Malt Shop’s menu has continued to grow, ca-
tering to the preferences of their customers. 

Deb credits the longevity of the 
Malt Shop to excellent employees and 
dedicated customers. She also enjoys a 
good cooperative relationship with the 
neighboring Showboat Restaurant as 
they help each other out in a pinch. She notes 
that her long-time employees provide stability 
to the business, including Janis Schulte, who 
has been with the Malt Shop for 18 years (Deb 
says “she’s not leaving until I tell her she 
can!”). Also, Jon Brassfield who works eve-
nings for Deb is another dedicated employee 
who’s own mother, Cathy, worked there for 
years as well, inspiring the 24 flavors of ice 
cream and encouraging Deb to upgrade the 
cash registers.  Jean Gewirtz is another valued, 
long-time employee of the Malt Shop for over 
a decade! 

Be sure to stop into the Malt Shop to en-
joy a treat or delicious lunch and wish them a 
happy 60th birthday! Congratulations! 

The Malt Shop Celebrates 60 Years! 



Football Frenzy Tickets Now on Sale! 
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October 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

30 31     1 

9am-1pm Market Off 

Broad 

1-4pm Chesaning  

Historical Museum Open 

2 3 4 

7:30pm Village Council 

8pm Queen Of Hearts 

Raffle @ Pin Town 

5 

8am Chamber  

Marketing Meeting 

6 

 

7:30pm Chesaning 

Township Board  

Meeting 

7 8 

9am-1pm Market Off 

Broad 

5-7pm Trinity UMC Free 

Community Supper 

9 10      11 
5:30pm Misiuk Funeral 
Home Dinner &  
Discussion  

8pm Queen Of Hearts 

Raffle @ Pin Town 

12 

 

Noon Chamber Raffle 

 

6pm DDA Meeting 

13 

8am Chamber Board 

Meeting 

14 15 

9am-1pm Market Off 

Broad 

16 17 

5:30pm Candlewalk 

Committee Meeting 

18 
7:30pm Village Council 

8pm Queen Of Hearts 

Raffle @ Pin Town 

19 

5pm K of C Hamburg 

Nite 

7pm River Rapids 

Library Book Discussion 

20 21 22 

23 24 25 

7:30am Task Force  

Meeting 

8pm Queen Of Hearts 

Raffle @ Pin Town 

26 

 

Noon Chamber Raffle 

27 28 29 

Thank you to 

Dale Tithof for 

trimming the 

landscaping at 

the Chamber 

building!  

The crisp days of fall are on their way 
and its time for… football! Football Frenzy 
tickets are now available for purchase, at the 
Chamber office, Ed Rehmann & Sons, Gewirtz 
Hardware and from your Chamber board 
members. Tickets are $10 each and there is a 
“Buy 2, Get 1 Free” special which is done by 
online registration of the two purchased tick-
ets’ access codes. Tickets will be on sale now 
through Oct. 17 and the first chance to win 

will be with the professional football game 
scores from Sunday, Oct. 30, 2016. Each 
ticket includes 3 football teams per  week 
from Oct. 30th  through Jan. 1st with chances 
to win for highest and lowest scores of the 
three teams combined; weekly prizes range 
from $20 to $100 with $4000 in total cash 
prizes! Would you like to help out with this 
easy fundraiser? Kate will be happy to deliver 
a pack of tickets to you. 

SAMPLE 

”The best way to appreciate your job is to imagine yourself without one.” ~  Oscar Wilde 
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Upcoming Community Events!  

HONORING VETERANS & ACTIVE MILITARY MEM-
BERS! 

 CHESANING HIGH SCHOOL 
                                                                                                                                                                                                             

VARSITY VOLLEYBALL 
Wed, Sept. 14th vs. Bullock Creek @ 7:00 pm  

 

VARSITY SOCCER 
Thurs, Sept. 15th vs. Mt. Morris @ 6:00 pm    

 

VARSITY FOOTBALL 
Fri, Sept 16th @ 7:00 pm vs. Bullock Creek 

*Carnival 3:00-5:00 pm 

*Pre-game ceremonies with veteran honor walk  

starting at approximately 6:15 pm 

*Veteran/Active Military VIP tent with FREE din-

ner  

for themselves and 1 guest! 

*Fireworks during and at the end of the game!  
 

To become a sponsor of this event, please contact: 

Jodi James, Athletic Department, Chesaning Union 

H.S. 

Working together for Hunger Relief! 
Support the FREE FOOD PROGRAM for residents of the Chesaning area! 

Join us for our Annual Pig Roast Fundraiser on 
Saturday, September 24th, 2 – 6 pm, $10 pp) 

Family Fun: Bounce Houses, Silent Auction, & much more! 

Location: Trinity United Methodist Church, 1629 Brady St, Chesaning  
This community fundraiser is being coordinated by area churches. 



Chesaning Chamber of Commerce 

P.O.Box 83 

Chesaning, MI 48616 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Owosso Poker Room—A Winning Chamber FUNdraiser 
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The success of our Poker Room fund-

raiser is vital to the financial health of our 

Chamber! These events are our biggest fund-

raisers each year, so please support them by 

sharing the information with anyone who 

you think might be interested.  

We also ask you to consider supporting 

the Poker Room fundraisers with your volun-

teer hours. Each 4-day long event includes 

multiple shifts with a state-required mini-

mum of 3 volunteers to cover a total of ap-

proximately 40 hours of Poker Room opera-

tions. That’s at least 120 volunteer hours! 

Like you, our board members work full-time 

jobs and they find it difficult to work multiple 

Poker Room shifts in one weekend while bal-

ancing work and family obligations. The old 

adage “many hands make light work” rings 

true… if 30 people from our membership 

(spouse and employees included) could each 

work one 4-4.5 hour shift, the work load 

would be so much lighter for all.  

Chamber Board members may be per-

sonally contacting you soon to encourage 

your participation in our next Poker Room 

events tentatively scheduled (pending our 

state license approval) for Nov. 3-6, 2016, 

Feb. 2-5, 2017 and Nov. 2-5, 2017. Please 

add the dates to your calendars! 

Our second Owosso Poker Room event 

for this year is planned for Thursday through 

Sunday, Sept. 15-18. Doors open at 5pm 

most days, but a special Texas Hold’Em Tour-

nament is planned for Saturday at 2pm.  

The proceeds from the Poker Room 

events support our Fireworks fund, freeing 

other income for the operating expenses of 

the Chamber. They also enable the Chamber 

to keep your dues reasonable and have more 

funds available for marketing Chesaning. We 

thank you for your support! 

Raffle Winners: 

August 24 

Alice Hanel 

Drawn by  

Joan Brown 

Chamber Visitor 

September 14 

TBA 

 

 

 


