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Hometown Pride
Happy Homecoming Week! It’s
great to see the school colors on our
store fronts and along the boulevard as
we look forward to Friday’s parade and
game! Homecoming week is also a
great reminder of the many students
who choose to make a life in our community after graduation. We are proud
of Chesaning and love to see the generations of families who continue to
live and work here!
Homecoming quickly leads us into
the holiday season. Children of all ages
are looking forward to Halloween trickor-treating in the Village on Thursday,
October 31 from 6-8pm. Several of our
Chamber members are also offering fun
and family-friendly Halloween events
(find their flyers on page 5).
We are excited to announce that
once again our town will shine with
holiday cheer, thanks to the Village of
Chesaning supporting the light pole
decorations and garland, as well as a
large group of volunteers from Lippert
Components and chamber board members who are planning to hang lights in
the downtown and boulevard trees.
Our village will sparkle in time for
Thanksgiving weekend when we enjoy
our favorite annual events including the
5ers 5k Turkey Trot, the Music Booster
and St. Peter Parish craft shows and the
opening of Santa’s Village. We are excited for these activities to kick-off the
holidays in Chesaning and are already
getting calls from visitors for more information. Please be sure to share any
holiday specials or other events that

your business or organization is planning so that we can include them on
the Chesaning Community Calendar
and help you promote them!
Speaking of promotions, your
Chamber Marketing Committee is
working to design a holiday mailer with
12 available advertising slots that we
will offer to our Chamber members
only. We plan to print and send the
“Every Door Direct Mailing” in time for
the first week of December. It will target 3358 addresses in our local zip code
and is a great opportunity to drive business to your door during the busy holiday shopping season. Watch our emails
for more information in coming days.
Also, keep an eye on your post box
for your renewal packets that will be
arriving during the first week of November. Be sure to respond early to
take advantage of discount opportunities! As always, we would like to thank
all of our chamber members for their
continued support of the chamber mission and our community through your
membership investments.
Everybody get out to the stadium
on Friday to cheer on our home team at
the varsity homecoming football game.
GO INDIANS!

Greg Bruff
Board President

NHS students are
looking for volunteer
hours during the holiday months!
Contact Lindsay
Pierce at the high
school to invite them
to help at your event!
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Member News & Community Highlights




September
Chamber Statistics:

The Chesaning High School Class of 2020 will
lead a "Veteran Clean-Up" this November. If
you know of a veteran that is in need of assistance cleaning his or her yard this fall, please
contact the American Legion Post 212
Commander Rod Toma at 989-666-1824.

We received
53 Phone Calls,
424 Emails &
48 Visitors

The Chesaning Community Calendar is celebrating it’s 3rd Birthday this month! As a
member perk, all qualifying events submitted
to the Chamber are automatically added to
the calendar and promoted on both the
Chamber and Calendar Facebook pages. Did
you know that our Great Lakes Bay Regional
CVB also has a calendar where you may submit your public events? Be sure to go online
at https://www.gogreat.com/events/

submit/ to upload your information and
help promote Chesaning as a lively place
to visit! Have questions? You can call
Anita at 989-752-7164 for more details!

November 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Weekly Meetings/Events:
 Am. Legion Queen of Hearts Raffle, Mondays, 8pm at The Back Forty
 Rotary Club: noon, Tuesdays, Riverfront Grille
 Kiwanis: 6pm, Tuesdays, Riverfront Grille
 K of C Take Out Fish Fry, Fridays, 5-7:30pm, K of C Hall

3
7:30-11:30am American
Legion Breakfast

4

10

11

18

6

7

7:30pm Village Council

8am Chamber Marketing Meeting

7:30pm Chesaning
Township Meeting

12

13

14

Noon Chamber Raffle

8am Chamber Board of
Directors Meeting

7:30pm Village Council

1

2

20
5-7pm K of C Hamburg
Night

9 11am-1pm In-Stitches
Knitting Group @ Library

8

5

19

Sat

Chamber Fundraiser @ Owosso Poker Room 5pm-2am, Oct. 31-Nov. 3

6pm DDA Meeting

17

Fri

5pm-6:30pm Trinity Free
Supper

15

21

16 Santa’s Helpers Bazaar
at Riverfront Grille 11-6
5-7:30pm New Wine
Church Free Community
Dinner

22

23

29

30 Santa’s Village Opens!

4:30pm Grace Food
Ministry Give Away

7pm Library Book Club
24

25

26

27

7:30am Task Force

Noon Chamber Raffle

28

Office Closed

Happy
Thanksgiving
5ers 5K Turkey Trot!

Annual Chesaning Music Boosters and
St. Peter Parish Craft Shows,
Friday 10am-5pm, and Saturday 10am-4pm

“Business is like riding a bicycle. Either you keep moving or you fall down.” ~ Frank Lloyd Wright
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Citizens Bank Celebrates 85 Years!
Citizens Bank was established in Rhode
Island in 1871, making the company one of
the nation’s oldest and biggest financial institutions at 148 years old this year. But locally
our branch can trace its roots to the formation of First Federal Savings of Owosso in
1934. The Chesaning Branch of First Federal
was first established in 1966 across the street
from its current location and later moved in
1975 to the new Showboat-themed building.
The property was the site of the former Hotel
Central which had burned in 1965. In 1976,
First Federal Savings merged with First Federal of Michigan, changing its name several
times to Charter One Bank in 2002, then was
acquired by RBS Citizens in 2004, and finally
became just Citizens in 2014. Branch manager Amy Handley mentioned that “along the
way, one thing has never changed: We are
committed to serving the well-being of our
customers and the communities. Because
when it comes right down to it, Citizens is not
really our bank. It’s yours.”
The dedicated team
at the Chesaning Citizens branch has a
combined 44 years of
banking service! Amy
Handley has the most
longevity on the
team, having been
with the bank for 20
years. Small Business
Relationship Banker Lee Dycus comes in a
close second with 18 years. Kristin Osika is
the branch’s Relationship Banker and has 3
years. Customer Service Tellers Angie Bonter
and Bailey Belongia have been with the
branch 1 and 2 years respectively. The team
volunteers with several community organizations including the Chesaning Rotary Club,
Saginaw County Fair, Living Proof Together
Foundation, Ashley Little League, Trinity
United Methodist Church and the Chesaning
Union School District. “We understand that a
good bank is at the heart of a community,
and that investing in our communities enriches us all. That’s why we partner with local

non-profit organizations to build vital connections to help communities prosper.”
Citizens Bank is
also involved in programs to assist those in need, including the Military Warriors Support Foundation, financial literacy
programs such as Junior Achievement which helps young people
develop the skills they need for
economic success, and Champions
in Action which supports the volunteer efforts and charitable contributions of Citizens colleagues. Citizens is
proud to have won several awards and recognition for their efforts, including being ranked
Top Bank for Customer Experience by Temkin
2018, designated a Military Friendly Company & Employer 2019, rated a Best Treasury
& Cash Management Bank 2019 Global Finance, rated By Forbes Among America’s Top
Companies for Diversity 2019, named a Best
Adoption Friendly Workplace by the Dave
Thomas Foundation 2018, and ranked by
Forbes among Best Employers for New Grads
2018.
Amy also noted “one of the main things
about Citizens that I think is important is that
our customers always come first. We put
them at the heart of everything we do and
treat them as we would want to be
treated. Our customers are not just customers, they are our friends and family. We are
here to help them achieve their financial
goals and reach their potential. We offer a
variety of products to help them achieve
their goals including checking, savings, retirement planning, investments, mortgages,
home equity loans, personal loans, student
loans, and student loan refinance.”
The Chamber would like to wish Citizens
Bank and their local staff a very happy anniversary! We appreciate your continued support of the Chamber and our community
through your membership and volunteer
efforts. Congratulations!

Opening Day at the
Chesaning Branch of
First Federal Savings
and Loan in April 1966.
The bank was first
located at 129 Broad
Street where Kaser
Drugs had once stood.
Pictured with an unnamed customer are
branch manager
Donald Vondrasek and
teller Irene Delany.
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95 Years of Chesaning Chamber
Were you one of the lucky attendees at
the Chamber’s Sesquicentennial Ball held on
April 13, 1996 at the former Bonnymill Inn?
From the notes at the Chamber office, it
looks like it was a fun event! Live big band
music was provided by Bob Fisher’s “Out of
the Past”, the food was catered by the Heritage House and rooms at the Bonnymill Inn
were raffled off to ticket holders. A sesquicentennial seal (below) was created to use
for the invitations, and memento wine

glasses from Neu-Rich Jewelers were
stamped with the same seal. The Chamber
purchased a special lighted “150” sign from
Frankenmuth (who celebrated their own sesquicentennial prior to ours). Century Telephone braved single digit temperatures to
install the sign for the celebration. In addition
to the ball, the Chamber held a cake decorating contest that was judged by Deb Delong,
Bonnie Ebenhoeh and Betty Hollenback for
two chamber gift certificate prizes!
In January of 1997, the Chamber hosted
their first Business Expo through the efforts
of Chamber President John Reiber and Board
Member Mike Fielbrandt. Later in April of
1997, the Chamber was able to sell their
original tiny office next to the post office for
just $1 to A-1 Upholstery and moved into the
newly-built Chamber and Showboat offices at
218 N. Front Street. This past year has seen
many improvements to the building thanks
to our partnership with the Village!
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Happy
Homecoming
week, Chesaning
Indians!
The parade winds
through downtown
at 4:30pm and
varsity Football
kicks off against
Mt. Morris at 7pm!
Go Indians!

Fireworks Fundraisers Return at Owosso Poker Room
Chesaning residents and visitors LOVE
the Fireworks in Showboat Park and each
year the Chamber hopes to make the event
better than the last. The 2019 fireworks were
met with rave reviews after the addition of a
petting zoo, face painting and patriotic hairdos, balloon twist, games and more for the
families in the park. As we start to plan for
the 2020 Fireworks, scheduled for Thursday,
July 2nd, we are already preparing for rising
costs and new additions to the event.
To help defray the financial stress that
our fireworks event puts on the Chamber
budget, your Board of Directors is preparing
for three upcoming fundraising weekends at
the Owosso Poker Room. Each weekend runs
Thursday-Sunday from 5pm until 2am daily
and requires a total of 108 volunteer hours.
We try to share the work by dividing each
evening into 2 shifts requiring 3 volunteers
each (as mandated by the State of Michigan)
but that still results in 24 volunteer slots that
need to be filled!

Any member, including business employees and organization volunteers, is welcome
to participate as a Poker Room worker to
support these important fundraisers. To ensure the continuation of the Fireworks for
years to come, we MUST have more participation from our membership to lighten the
load for the handful of members who have
been helping for the past several years.
Please consider signing up for a shift for our
January 2-5 or February 6-9, 2020 weekends.
The work is easy and fun, you can wear what
you like (promote your business or organization with logo-wear!) and you can even bring
in food and beverages. Join us in keeping our
annual Fireworks a community tradition!

Come out and try
your luck in a
tournament or a
cash table at the
Owosso Poker
Room, October 31
to November 3 for
our next Fireworks
Fundraising
Weekend!
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Raffle Winners:
September 25
Heather Moeggenborg
By
Judy Gross
Village of Chesaning

October 9
David Ives
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Network with Your Business Advocates!
Don’t’ forget to RSVP this week for our
upcoming Networking Night with representatives of the Great Lakes Bay Region Small
Business Development Center by registering
for free online at sbdcmichigan.org .
We are excited to mix and mingle at
Showboat Restaurant with potential entrepreneurs and existing local business owners

to share what the SBDC can do for our business community throughout any phase of
their journey!
Please invite anyone who you think might
benefit from this evening, whether they are a
Chamber member or not. Registration helps
the Showboat Restaurant to plan for staffing,
so let us know if you will attend!

By
Aeron Grigg
The State Bank
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