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Chesaning Chamber of Commerce Mission Statement  
 

“To actively foster business growth,  

member services and a united community”  

Good Grief, it is October; 2016 is 
slipping away. Soon it will be Hallow-
een, then Thanksgiving and Candle-
walk, then Christmas, then 2016 is 
gone. For many of you downtown mer-
chants, 2016 has been a challenge to 
say the least. Many of you may have 
heard in a church setting “this too shall 
pass.” 2016 has brought to pass several 
changes to our town and surrounding 
areas. Bridges, school buildings and 
grounds, village streets, business sales 
and make-overs, new businesses. Driv-
ing through town this week, I saw 
something I haven’t seen in while: help 
wanted signs. Changes have sur-
rounded our area this year again, and 

yet “THIS TOO SHALL PASS.”   

We will be voting for a new presi-
dent of the United States of America 
within a month of this writing. I en-
courage each and every one of you to 
get out and vote, even if, like in our 
household, our votes may cancel out 
each other, LOL. It is a right that we 
still have a voice in our government. Do 
your civic duty and show up at the 
polls. I just heard this morning that 
there are more registered voters now 
than during any previous presidential 
election; now let’s see if we have a 
record vote count. 

If you don’t vote, I don’t want to 
hear any complaints about who is in 
office at the first of the year. I think I 
can almost hear the “oh man’s” al-

ready no matter which way it goes, 
can’t you? 

A final thought, I am feeling really 
old this week. My father opened our 
business on the day my brother was 
born, 50 years ago this coming week. I 
was 11 years old. Again, I say “good 
grief”! I showed homes to a client this 
week that I had sold their grandparents 
a home. I am old. After wondering 
what I could get for my grandsons that 
they might remember grandpa for af-
ter I am long gone, we bought a ‘68 
and a ‘66 Mustang for them that they 
can fight it out as to which is whose, 
LOL! Nick, my son, then burst my bub-
ble, “I wonder if the boys will be able 
to buy gas for a car that doesn’t get 
over 15 miles to a gallon.” Oh well, live 
for today and let the next generation 
fight some of their own battles (except 
this voting thing). I have come to real-
ize that it is a great time in my life. 
Even if I do feel older than dirt. 

Congratulations on the two busi-
ness celebrating 70 years this month! 
 
Still dodging the barrels for a while, 

Randy 
 

Randall D. Stoddard, President 
Chesaning Area Chamber of Commerce 

 



Those of you who typically receive your 

newsletters by email may be wondering why 

you are receiving a paper copy this month? 

It’s because our 2016 Christmas Candlelight 

Walk is just around the corner and it’s time 

to start planning for the Festival of Trees! 

Along with the raffle for the shed and busi-

ness sponsorships, this popular event is a 

major income-generator to fund Candlewalk. 

It is also a great opportunity to highlight your 

business or organization to festival visitors 

during the two days after Thanksgiving… 

prime holiday shopping time for many! 

Please see the enclosed registration 

form for the information to participate in the 

Festival of Trees. We hope that all of our 

Chamber members will take advantage of 

this opportunity to be an important part of 

this beloved annual event. 

Please take note of these important dates: 

 Football Frenzy tickets are due to 

the office no later than Oct. 20! Reg-

ister free tickets online by Oct. 27! 

 Chamber Fundraiser at the Owosso 

Poker Room, Nov. 3-6 from 5pm-

2am. Volunteers needed! Watch 

your email for sign up requests. 

 Festival of Trees Registrations Due 

on Nov. 11, Deliver items to The 

Public House Nov. 19-21. 

 2017 Chesaning Chamber of Com-

merce Membership Renewal forms 

will be mailed by Nov. 15. 

 The 2016 Christmas Candlelight 

Walk welcomes visitors and resi-

dents to Chesaning on Friday, Nov. 

25 and Saturday, Nov. 26! 

What the Chamber is Working On For You 

Thinking Ahead: 2017—Get Involved! 

September 

Chamber Statistics: 

We received 

106 Phone Calls, 

399 Emails & 

95 Visitors 
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With only 2 and a half months left in 
2016, your Chamber office is already starting 
to think about the coming year! We have 
applied for our 2017 Annual Raffle license 
and are working on your Membership re-
newal forms, as well as a survey to gather 
your ideas and opinions about Chamber 
events and marketing.  

In January, elections for our Board of 
Directors will take place and we will gather at 
the Annual Dinner to hear the results. Have 

you ever considered serving on the Chamber 
Board to share your time and talent with 
Chesaning? Each year, we have four 3-year 
terms up for election. New people and new 
ideas keep our Chamber fresh and moving 
forward… Please consider the opportunity to 
have a positive impact on your community 
and on the direction of the Chamber by indi-
cating your interest in running for a term. 
Contact the Chamber office or talk to a cur-
rent board member to get on the ballot! 

“You make a living by what you get. You make a life by what you give.” ~ Winston Churchill 

Member News & Community Highlights 

 The space formerly occupied by Darlene’s 
Beauty Shop (behind the Malt Shop) is for 
rent! It would make a nice office space or 
small retail area. Rent is only $300 per 
month… call Marvin Henige at 810-287-
3340 if you are interested! 

 The United Methodist Women of Trinity 
Church are hosting a Craft Bazaar on Satur-
day, Oct. 29 from 9am-3pm. Vendors are 
welcome! Contact Ellen Kress at 845-6229 
for more information.  

 Did you know that October is Love, Hope & 
Pizza month at Hungry Howie’s? For every 
pizza sold, a portion of the proceeds go to 
the National Breast Cancer Foundation. To 
date, they have raised over $1.5 million and 
provided 350,000 women with screenings, 
education and funding for research! 

 Turkey Bingo is back at St. Peter’s Parish on 
Sunday, Nov. 13! Doors open at 5:30pm, 
first game at 6pm with concessions avail-
able from the St. Peter’s Youth Ministry. $2 
per card with 20 games for turkey prizes! 

Those of you who 

have signed up for 

email delivery of 

your newsletter: 

Have you been 

receiving them 

monthly? If not, 

check your spam 

folder or enter our 

address as a “safe 

contact” so that 

your server doesn’t 

block our emails!    

 

Remember, our 

newsletters are 

posted monthly on 

our Chamber 

webpage, also! 



Happy 70th Anniversary, Chesaning Body Shop! 
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In 1946, the Chesaning Body Shop was 
opened by its original owners, Fordney Volk-
mer and Leo Delany. Father and son, Sid and 
Paul Rathfon, purchased the shop nearly 40 
years ago and, in 1980, Paul’s brother, 
George, joined the family enterprise. Both Sid 
and Paul have passed on, leaving the  Body 
Shop under the joint ownership of Paul’s 
widow, Betty, George and his wife, Dawn, 
who is well known locally as the manager at 
Dollar General for the past 8 years. 

The Chesaning Body Shop currently em-
ployees a team of three hard-working indi-
viduals, including George and his long-time 
technician, Gary Woods, who has been with 
the shop since 1985.  They are fully licensed 
and insured to handle all of your auto-body 
repair needs, including windshield repair and 
replacement, minor to major auto body and 
frame work, and paint. They also offer intra-
state towing service and have loan vehicles 
available, and accept all auto insurances. 

Their new web-page states: “With such a 
longstanding history of excellence, it would 
be easy to rest on our laurels and let our 

reputation carry us. But that 
wouldn’t be the Chesaning Body 
Shop way! We always seek to bet-
ter ourselves, keeping up with 
new technologies and techniques, 
and striving to provide the best in 
customer service. That is why you can put 
your faith in us for everything from glass re-
pair to complete collision service!” 

Call for information on all of their ser-
vices at 989-845-6810 or stop in to talk to 
George and his team at 205 N. Wood Street, 
Chesaning. They are happy to give estimates, 
explain their processes, assess your car, or 
give pointers on buying a new one.  

The Chesaning Chamber of Commerce 
wishes to extend a hearty congratulations to 
George and his team at Chesaning Body Shop 
for weathering the test of time and continu-
ing to provide excellent customer service and 
auto body care to the Chesaning community 
and surrounding area! 7 decades is certainly 
something to celebrate and we look forward 
to wishing you a happy 40th birthday as a 
family-owned business in 2017! 

Hehr International was founded in Los 
Angeles, CA by Elmer T. Hehr who began op-
erations out of his garage in 1946.  Working as 
a sheet metal worker, Elmer was contracted 
to build trailer windows to satisfy a growing 
west coast industry demand with just two 
standard window sizes.  A year later, Elmer 
recruited his cousin, Warren Jones, to help 
with the fast growing business, and the rest, 
as they say, “is history!” 

Over the ensuing decades, Hehr opened 
more plants and the company flourished.  
After almost 40 years at the helm, Elmer re-
tired, and left the business in the capable 
hands of Warren along with a young business 
man, David Utick.  After a few years, David 
was named CEO of the business and pur-
chased the balance of the company prior to 
Warren’s retirement in the mid 80’s.  David 
led the business for over 20 years positioning 
the company as the innovative leader in the 
industry while grabbing up the majority mar-
ket share.  In July 2008, David suffered a fatal 
heart attack leaving his family successors to 
lead the company:  wife Mary, daughter Beth, 
and son John. 

The 3 Uticks adapted the busi-
ness to the challenges of the Great 
Recession and were able to lean on 
decades of customer, supplier, and 
employee relationships to navigate 
these difficult economic times for our 
country.  Hehr International emerged from 
this as the recognized industry leader in 
high quality window and glass products 
serving the transportation, architectural, 
and specialty glass segments. 

Today, the business is thriving with hun-
dreds of employees spread across 4 window 
manufacturing plants in Los Angeles CA, New-
ton KS, Plymouth IN, and Chesaning MI, along 
with 3 glass fabricating plants in Pomona CA, 
Newton KS and Chesaning MI.  We are proud 
that our Corporate headquarters in Los Ange-
les, CA still share a portion of the building 
where the Hehr journey started 70 years ago! 

Congratulations to Hehr! Chesaning is 
fortunate to have been chosen as one of your 
manufacturing and fabricating locations! The 
Chesaning Chamber appreciates your support 
and wishes you continued success for many 
more years to come! 

Hehr International Celebrates 70 Years! 



New Chamber Membership Enhancement Coming! 
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November 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1     

7:30pm Village Council 

8pm Queen Of Hearts 

Raffle @ Pin Town 

2 

8am Chamber  

Marketing Meeting 

3   7:30pm Chesaning 

Township Board  

Meeting 

4 Chamber Office 

Closed to Attend MFEA 

Conference 

5  Library Movie Day 11am 

1-4pm Chesaning  

Historical Museum Open 

6 7 8 

8pm Queen Of Hearts 

Raffle @ Pin Town 

9 

Noon Chamber Raffle 

 

6pm DDA Meeting 

10 

8am Chamber Board 

Meeting 

 

 

11 

Festival of Trees  

Registration Due 

12 

5-7pm Trinity UMC Free 

Community Supper 

13 

5:30pm Turkey Bingo 

St. Peter’s Parish  

14 15 
7:30pm Village Council 

8pm Queen Of Hearts 

Raffle @ Pin Town 

16 

5pm K of C Hamburg 

Nite 

7pm River Rapids 

Library Book Discussion 

17 

 

18 19 

 

2-6pm Festival of Trees 

Decorating at The Public 

House 

20 

10-6pm Festival of Trees 

Decorating at The Public 

House 

21 

10am-5pm Last Day for 

Festival of Trees Deliver-

ies at Public House  

22 
7:30am Task Force  

Meeting 

8pm Queen Of Hearts 

Raffle @ Pin Town 

23 

 

Noon Chamber Raffle 

24 Thanksgiving 

 

5er’s 5k Turkey Trot at 

Showboat Park 8am 

25 26      Santa’s Village 

27    Santa’s Village 28 29 

 

8pm Queen Of Hearts 

Raffle @ Pin Town 

30 

 

 

   

Did you know? 

A joint effort is 

underway by the 

Library, School, 

Village, and  

Chamber to  

create a shared  

community  

calendar web-

page facilitating 

event-sharing for 

the Chesaning 

area? Stay tuned 

for the final  

draft!  

At their October meeting, your Board of 

Directors voted to move forward with pursu-

ing sponsorships for a new “Electronic Mes-

saging Center” (LED sign) to replace our out-

dated Chamber marquee by the post office. 

We feel that the sign will prove to be a valu-

able marketing tool for all of our member 

businesses and organizations, as well as giv-

ing the Chamber increased flexibility in pro-

moting member and community events and 

the ability to generate income towards the 

sign’s operation and maintenance expenses.  

Mark Agnew of Agnew Graphics, Signs 

and Promotions has been instrumental in 

providing us with traffic counts, sign informa-

tion and helpful suggestions to make this 

project a reality.  

Watch for your November newsletter 

and 2017 Membership Renewal Packages to 

learn more information about this project 

and the benefits it will bring to you as a 

member. In the meantime, feel free to con-

tact the Chamber office with any questions 

or comments you may have! 

”Put your $$ where your ♥ is… Buy Local!” - Small Business Saturday is Nov. 26! 

Chamber Owosso Poker Room Fundraiser—Daily, 5pm– 2am 

Poker Room Cont. 

*** Christmas Candlelight Walk  & 
Festival of Trees *** 

Music Boosters Craft Show 

September 14 

Bob Schulte &  Linda Vitous 

(Drawn by Joe Greenfelder) 

September 28 

Bob Corrin 

( Drawn by Teri Worden-Hoeft) 

October 12 

Shaina Schneider 

(Drawn by Sara Jensen) 

2016 Chamber Raffle Winners: 








