
Chesaning at its finest:   Driving 
through town three times yesterday 
and twice so far today, I am extremely 
excited about what is going on.  Dust, 
dirt and Michigan’s summertime, ever-
present construction cones and bar-
rels,  right here in downtown 
Chesaning.  Taking cars to have them 
worked on the east side of the river 
has been exciting; just don’t go during 
the school-time traffic. Probably not 
the best time to put up a house on 4th 
street, but, what the heck, it’s about 
the time we get it done. The street 
should be done.  New schools, new 
streets, and a new house... what a  
better time to build in Chesaning than 
now?  

Working together to create a new 
life in small-town Central Michigan is 
indeed Chesaning at its finest.  The 
village, chamber, and school system all 
setting down at the same time and 
place to work on a strategy on how to 
promote our amazing “new town” 
which is celebrating 170 years next 
year.  Marketing Chesaning a-new and 
a-fresh.  That’s excitement!  “We are 
all on the same page here” is what is 
being said without saying it. 

I had a marketer call me yester-
day, he started down the road “boy, it 
is sad what has happened to your 
town.” “Wait, wait, wait” I told him.  I 
asked him what he was talking 
about?  The new school building pro-
jects? The new streets? The new 
bridge? The fact that we have a lack of 
affordable housing, first time since the 
housing crash of 2007?  It is all about 
evolution… “CHANGE.”  This was com-

ing from the guy whose company just 
fired my alarm clock!  What the heck, 
they fired Johnny and Blondie! What 
were they thinking?!  Then I got the 
“oh, that was just how my company 
saw fit to meet the marketing changes 
around us in Mid-Michigan.”  Oh, I get 
it, his group of radio stations have to 
change to market changes?  Chesaning 
is changing to our world around us.  Is 
it easy? NOPE. No easier than it is for 
me to get up in the morning without 
Johnny and Blondie on the radio.  I 
have a meeting set up with this guy 
next week. I’ll let you know how that 
works out.   

Check out the “construction 
cones”  coming soon INSIDE many of 
our stores and watch for the possibility 
to sign up for your chance to win 
Chesaning Chamber gift certificates 
this summer! 

See you dodging the barrels! 
  

Randy 
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May has proven to be a busy month at 

the Chamber with the Poker Room fund-

raiser, Golf Outing and Town-Wide Attic Sale 

keeping the office and board members hop-

ping! New marketing materials highlighting 

Chesaning events and visitor information 

have been ordered and delivered to the 

Chamber to be distributed to Michigan Wel-

come Centers , details for an excellent Fire-

works display are being finalized (watch for 

collection cans in local businesses to support 

the fireworks with your spare change), and 

plans for another festive Candlewalk are pro-

gressing nicely. 

The Chamber continues to seek ideas to 

promote our business and non-profit mem-

bers. If you have an idea for an event or mar-

keting feature that you would like the board 

to consider, please don’t hesitate to contact 

the office. Don’t forget to let Kate know 

about your own events so we can add them 

to the community calendar! 

What the Chamber is Working On For You 

The Owosso Poker Room Re-Opens! 

Welcome, Creative Passions Crop & Quilt Retreat and 

Two Men Mowing and More/Dog Days of Summer! 

April 

Chamber Statistics: 

We received 

118 Phone Calls, 

544 Emails & 

133 Visitors 
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We would like to thank Steven Johnson 
of Two Men Mowing & More/Dog Days of 
Summer, and Laura Greenfelder of Creative 
Passions Crop & Quilt Retreat for supporting 
the Chamber and our community with their 
membership! Welcome to our growing 
Chesaning Chamber family! 

Steven Johnson is a busy man operating 
two different businesses in our community. 
He offers lawn maintenance for business and 
residential clients as well as running a hot 
dog vendor cart for area events. Dog Days of 
Summer was started in 2015 and Two Men 
Mowing & More was established just this 
year. Feel free to contact him at 517-643-
0724 to schedule an estimate or inquire 
about his businesses. Congratulations on 
your new endeavors, Steven! 

Laura Greenfelder is well-known in our 
community for being a passionate advocate 
for business growth in Chesaning. Her original 
Creative Passions Crop & Quilt Retreat loca-
tion at Pearl Street has grown to include two 
more locations at Front and Broad Streets, 
and she is actively working to bring additional 
small businesses to our village. For example, 
our “Business Opportunities” page on our 
Chamber website is thanks to her hard work 
and dedication. Check out her own webpage 
at www.creativepassionsllc.com or give her a 
call at 989-845-2159 to find out more about 
her CP Retreats or her vision for Chesaning. 

We look forward to working with Steven 
and Laura in the years to come as we pro-
mote their businesses along with our other 
members and the community of Chesaning. 

Through the hard work of our own Ron 
Ebenhoeh, the Chamber was pleased to be 
the first non-profit organization to benefit 
from the re-opening of the Owosso Poker 
Room on May 5th under the ownership of Mr. 

Ben Abbey and the management of Aces 
Gaming Supply.  Enthusiastic poker players 
were happy to return to the Owosso location 
to participate in tournaments and play a few 
hands at the cash tables. 

The Owosso Poker Room has proven to 
be an excellent fundraiser for the Chesaning 
Chamber as well as other local charity groups 
in the past and we look forward to schedul-
ing more dates in upcoming months! Keep an 
eye on your emails and newsletters for our 
next Poker Room event in September! 

License# M92417 

“The only place where Success comes before Work is in the dictionary” ~ Vince Lombardi 

Thank you to 

Steve Keck of 

H&R Block 

Chesaning for his 

generous dona-

tion to the  

Chamber fire-

works fund! This 

year promises to 

be a great show! 

http://www.creativepassionsllc.com/


Happy 35th Anniversary to Chesaning Sports Boosters! 

Valentine Mini-Storage Celebrates 35 Years! 
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Congratulations to Ken and Darlene Val-
entine for 35 successful years running their 
business! Here is their story in Ken’s words: 

Valentine Construction Inc., our main 
business, needed a building for a shop and 
warehouse. We had purchased the half-block 
on Lansing Street from Rich Rehmann and 
earlier I had put up a 60’ x 100’ steel building 
for Harvey Cottenham for the IGA. When the 
IGA burned, I was able to save the steel 
frame-work which I used to build my shop. 

Shortly after, a man came and wanted to 
store his car. I told him we had lots of room 
in the warehouse, but he said “no, thanks”, 
he wanted his own space with an overhead 
door. Therefore, I made him an individual 
10’x20’ space and cut a hole in the side of my 
new building for the door. That was the be-
ginning of Valentine Mini-Storage. Soon we 
had 10 spots, then 20; when they would fill 
up, we would build more. We purchased the 
rest of the block from McDonald Dairy in the 
late 80’s to have more room for additional 
units. We now have 118 units of various sizes 
in five buildings and will soon add more! 

We have customers who have been here 
since we began in 1981. We run our business 

from our home, so if we are home, we are 
open! We also have our calls transferred to 
our cell phone, giving us access to customers 
even when we are away. Because of that 
access, we rented a unit on Christmas Day! 

Our renters are kind of like family; we 
hear their story of why they need a unit and 
then each month get an update when they 
pay their rent. We have renters who only 
needed it for a month but have kept their 
unit for years. 

I think our success stems from the facil-
ity being in the Village as the renters feel 
more secure with the units being in town. 
The Police Department drives by the units, 
and a big Thank You for that! I tell them that 
when they drive through, they have done a 
118-door check in 10 minutes! 

Darlene and I have worked at this to-
gether for the past 35 years. She is the chief 
bookkeeper, which I can not do, but building 
and maintenance is up to me. Darlene, family 
and friends have helped build most of the 
buildings. 

The Chesaning Chamber of Commerce 
thanks Ken and Darlene for their support and 
sends warm wishes for continued success! 

Organized with the intent of providing 
the equipment, tools and facilities to keep 
Chesaning Union School sports programs 
competitive, promote youth leadership and 
enhance community physical fitness, the 
Chesaning Sports Boosters has been support-
ing local athletes for 35 years!  

Member Jeff Flory shared some of the 
great successes of the Sports Boosters, stat-
ing “one of the biggest accomplishments was 
organizing a fundraising committee and, after 
several community meetings, we had a very 
successful fundraiser (and were able to pre-
sent) the school with a check for approxi-
mately $25,000 to help in replacing our con-
demned bleachers.  This is only one of many 
fundraising projects we have done over the 
years. The boosters spend approximately 
$30,000 dollars annually on various projects 
such as paying for all the building materials 
on the soccer field buildings.” 

Currently, the Boosters have partnered 
with the American Legion Post 212 for the 
Queen of Hearts Progressive Raffle, currently 
valued at over $3400. Tickets are on sale at 
Pintown Lanes and all proceeds will be split 
between the two groups. Another popular 
fundraiser is the annual dinner dance; this is 
the biggest event and the most fun! Keep an 
eye out for tickets on sale in January of 2017. 

This group of enthusiastic parents, 
coaches, and community members is focused 
on fundraising but also provides valuable 
services for the school such as manning 
sporting event concession stands and provid-
ing scholarships to student athletes. 
“Memories are made at every event”, says 
Jeff. Meetings are held at Chesaning High 
School every third Wednesday at 7pm, public 
welcome and encouraged to attend! “We 
have a great group of parents and appreciate 
everyone’s support.” Great Job, Boosters! 

“If opportunity doesn’t knock, build a door.” ~ Milton Berle  

Ron Poyer,  

President 

Louie Escamilla,  

Vice President 

Lisa Brown,  

Treasurer 

Leslie Daniels,  

Secretary 



Community Calendar 

Last Chance to Be on the Map! 
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Would you like to add a community event, open house, grand opening or other business 
celebration or special event to our calendar? Please call the office and we will make sure to 
share your event with the Chamber of Commerce Members! 

June 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

29 30 31 1 

8am Marketing  

Committee Meeting 

2 

 

 

7:30pm Chesaning Twp 

Board Meeting 

3 4      9am Am. Legion Golf 

Outing @ Twin Brooks 

11am-6pm Gypsy Goddess 

Fest @ Fairgrounds 

1-4pm Museum Open 

5 

Noon-5pm Gypsy  

Goddess Fest @  

Fairgrounds 

6 7 

7:30pm Village Council  

 

8pm Queen of Hearts  

8 

Noon-Chamber Raffle! 

 

6pm-DDA Meeting 

9 

8am Chamber Board 

Meeting 

10 

 

 

5:30pm  

Baker Commencement 

11      Gus Macker 3-on-3  

Tournament 

 

5pm Trinity UMC Free 

Community Supper 

12 

Gus Macker 3-on-3  

Tournament 

3-5pm Twin Brooks 

Clean-Up Day  

13 14 

 

 

8pm Queen of Hearts  

15 

 

 

5pm K of C Hamburg 

Nite 

16 17 18 

19 20 

 

5:30pm Candlewalk 

Committee Meeting 

21 

7:30pm Village Council  

 

8pm Queen of Hearts  

22 

Noon-Chamber Raffle! 

23 24 25 

26 27            AFS Exchange  

Student Departure Day 

 

7:30pm Broad Street 

Events Meeting 

28 

7:30am Task Force  

 

8pm Queen of Hearts  

29 30 1 2 

1-4pm Museum Open 

For the past 26 years, Chesaning residents 
and visitors alike have looked forward to the 
Town Wide Attic Sales on the Friday and Satur-
day of Memorial Day Weekend. This year is no 
different and promises to be a well-attended 
event with approximately 50 sales registered 
to be on our popular map! 

The Tri-County Citizen will publish the map 
as a two-page spread in their Sunday, May 22nd 
edition and smaller-sized copies will be made 
available at the Chamber office for participants 
and visitors. It’s a great marketing opportunity 
for your business for a small investment; only 
$50 for a small-size advertisement. Your sup-
port keeps this well-known event publicized! 
We have just a few ad spots left; please call 
the Chamber office by Monday if you’d like to 
participate. THANK YOU to Brett Russell for 
helping us design the map again this year!  

Be sure to check out the sales in your 
neighborhood on Friday and Saturday, May 27 
and 28 from 9am until 5pm!  

Graduation Day is 

Thursday, May 26 

at 7pm on the 

High School  

Football Field. 

Congratulations 

to the Chesaning 

Union Schools 

Class of 2016! 



Upcoming Community Events!  
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Check out the 

Chamber 

Community 

Calendar on our 

website for these 

events and more! 

Www. 

Chesaningchamber.

Org  

Saginaw County Fairgrounds: 
(Did you know how much happens there beyond the Fair?!) 

 Weekend of May 14: 
Michigan Travel Trailer Club Rally 
Saginaw Valley Rabbit Association Show 
Fat & Fuzzy Horse Show 

 May 21: 
(4-H) Reins on the Road Horse Department 
Show 

 June 4 & 5: 
Gypsy Goddess Summer Festival 
(Lisa Trzil—(989) 964-1436) 
Approx. 130 Vendors in the Exhibit Hall! 
Fairgrounds Campground is Sold Out!  

 June 10-11 
MBRA Barrel Racing 

 

 

 

 

American Legion - Post 212 

Golf Outing 

9am, Saturday, June 4th 

Twin Brooks Golf Course 

Proceeds support Post 212 

Youth & Veteran Programs 

Call Rod Toma for more info 

(989) 666-1824 

Downtown Chesaning 

June 11-12, 2016 
 

Registration Open at:   

www.macker.com 

Online deadline: May 23 

Mail-in deadline: May 20 

Chesaning Area Historical Museum 
602 W. Broad Street 

Open Mondays & Wednesdays 10am - Noon 
Now open 1st Saturdays 1pm-4pm 

Family Clean-Up Day 

At Twin Brooks Golf Course 

Sunday, June 12 from 3pm-5pm 
Cook-out served for all workers at 5pm! 

Bring your older kids, rakes, saws and wagons 

For More Info or to Sign Up:  
Call Chris or Jim Mishler at 845-2203 

http://www.chesaningchamber.org
http://www.chesaningchamber.org
http://www.chesaningchamber.org


 

Chesaning Chamber of Commerce 

P.O.Box 83 

Chesaning, MI 48616 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
Chamber Golf Outing - Sunday, May 22nd! 

Congratulations To Our Raffle Winners! 

It was great timing for Lisa Ziola 

of ZCI Feed who was our Chamber 

Raffle winner on April 27th, the same 

week as the ZCI Open House! Her 

ticket was drawn by Rod Toma of the 

American Legion. Our May 11th win-

ner was Metro Mortgage of Owosso 

whose lucky ticket stub was pulled 

from the bin by Chamber visitor, Fred 

Manning of East Tawas, Michigan. 

Proceeds from the 2016 Raffle 

support the Chamber Fireworks and 

other Chamber pro-

jects. Make sure you 

mark Thursday, July 

7th on your calendar 

for this year’s fire-

works extravaganza!  
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Keep your fingers crossed for 

sunny, warm weather on Sunday, 

May 22nd as Chamber members and 

community supporters enjoy the 21st 

annual golf outing benefiting the 

Chesaning Chamber of Commerce 

Scholarship fund for Chesaning Un-

ion High School graduates. Two 

lucky recipients of these $500 schol-

arships will be announced at the 

Class of 2016 Awards Night held at 

7pm on that same Sunday! 

It is not too late to sign up your 

team of four players! The fee is $60 

per person and includes 18 holes of 

golf with a cart, lunch, beverages, 

door prizes, Putting Green Contest 

($5000 prize possible!), Puttin’ for 

Poker with a $200 guaranteed win-

ner and other great prizes!  

Call Twin Brooks Golf Course at 

989-845-6403 to register your team 

today. Rain or shine, it promises to 

be a great time! 

Chesaning Chamber of Commerce Mission Statement  

 

“To actively foster business growth,  

member services and a united community”  


