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“Change Is the Law of Life”
At our most recent Board of Directors meeting, after three months of
gathering information and getting a
feel for our chamber members’
thoughts concerning our annual Candlelight Walk, we have made the extremely difficult decision to discontinue
the event in 2019. Please understand
that this decision took months for us to
reach. We evaluated the last two years
of this event and directly asked our
membership to give us their input. Unfortunately, only a few of our members
responded and their comments were,
at best, mixed. We also had to consider
that we have had a large drop in our
volunteer numbers making every year
tougher to plan and facilitate the event.
As expenses continue to rise, it has become a larger financial risk each year.
Furthermore, the Chamber does
not have our own facility in which to
hold the Festival of Trees, which is how
the vast majority of funds were raised
to offset the costs associated with Candlewalk. In the past, we have received
great support from one of our members in allowing the use of their venue
at a very low cost. However, the time
has come for that business to try some
new ideas in the interest of growth and
progress, taking the option to use their
facility off the table. We have considered a number of ideas to reinvent the
Festival of Trees but found our options
logistically challenging or requiring
more work of our volunteers, which
was not a sustainable path.

35 years ago, the
businesses on the
boulevard started the
Candlelight Walk as a
way to get customers
into their shops during
Thanksgiving weekend. After a short
time, it was expanded through the
downtown area and become the festival that we’ve known in recent years.
As we lost businesses both on the
boulevard and the downtown area, we
realized that, like all things in life, the
event was eventually going to come to
an end.
We want to once again emphasize
how tough this decision was for our
board. The Chamber is still looking for
new and fresh ways to entice out-oftown and local people to visit our businesses during the holiday season. If you
have an idea that you think should be
considered, please reach out to us at
the Chesaning Chamber office.
In closing, we would like to express
our gratitude for all of the volunteers,
civic groups, churches and businesses
who have helped make this event possible for the past 35 years. We hope
that you will continue to lend your energy, talent, and ideas to future events
for the benefit of our community.

Greg Bruff & Ron Ebenhoeh
President & Vice President
Chamber Board of Directors
989-845-7699(w), 989-280-4838(c) Greg
989-780-2676 (c/w) Ron
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Member News & Community Highlights




Trinity United Methodist Church invites you
to “Dare To Be Happy” Concert, Friday,
April 26. They evening will begin with a Potluck at 5:30pm followed by an uplifting concert. EVERYONE IS WELCOME! “Jesus &
Me” is a trio of 3 (Young) Ladies that all
belong to the Owosso First Church of Christ
that love to sing and share Jesus. The group
has been together 21 years and have performed in many areas including, Ohio, Muskegon MI, Reed City MI, and many surrounding towns. RSVP by April 15th to the
church office, 845-3157.
The Chesaning Area Historical Society is
planning their annual meeting including
elections and a potluck meal for Monday,
April 8 at 6pm at the Lions Club hall on
State Road. Bring your own place setting





February

and a dish to pass. Everyone is welcome to
come find out what the museum is working
on this year!
“Financial services firm Edward Jones ranks
highest in investor satisfaction with full
service brokerage firms, according to the
J.D. Power 2019 U.S. Full Service Investor
Satisfaction Study(SM), the firm recently
announced.” Find the full story on the
Chamber website!
United Financial Credit Union recently announced the results of their Board Member
Elections. Edward Ulmer and Robert Callison were re-elected to three-year terms.
Edward Ulmer was re-elected as Chairman
of the Board, Patricia Hatch was elected as
Vice Chairman/Secretary of the Board and
Ronald Trevellion was elected as Treasurer.

Chamber Statistics:
We received
64 Phone Calls,
367 Emails &
40 Visitors

April 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

31

1

2

3
Chamber Marketing
Meeting 8:00am

4 Zion Luth. Mornings
with Mommy-10:30am

5
MI Blood Drive at ChesBrady Fire Dept 9am-3p

6
Chesaning Music Boosters
Scrapbook & Craft Day

7:30pm Village Council

7 Am. Legion Breakfast
7:30-11:30am

14

21

11
Chamber Board of
Directors Meeting 8am

12

15

16

17
K of C Hamburg Night
5-7pm

18 New Member
Welcome Breakfast
7:45a - 9a

7:30pm Village Council

7pm Library Book Club

Zion Luth. Mornings
with Mommy-10:30am

23

24
Noon Chamber Raffle

25
Grace Food Ministry
New Wine Church Food
Box Give Away 4:30pm

29

30

13

Chamber Craft ‘n
Crop Day 9a-9p

Kiwanis Kids Sucker Tourney 10:30a-2:30p

6pm DDA Meeting

Task Force Meeting
7:30am

28
Spring Fling Bingo
St. Peter Parish Hall
Doors Open at 5:30pm

Zion Luth. Mornings
with Mommy-10:30am

9

Noon Chamber Raffle

9a-9p

Chesaning Twp Board
7:30pm

8 Chesaning Area Historical Society Annual
Meeting, 6pm at Lions
Club Hall. Potluck meal
and elections!

22

10

MI Blood Drive at ChesBrady Fire Dept 12-6pm

Trinity Methodist Free
Community Supper 5pm

19
Zion Luth. Mornings
with Mommy-10:30am

20 Lions Club Easter Egg
Hunt—Showboat Park
10am
New Wine Church Free
Community Dinner 5pm

26 Last K of C Fish Fry—
Take Out only 5-7:30pm

27

Dare To Be Happy
Concert & PotluckTrinity UMC 5:30pm

Weekly Meetings/Events:
 Rotary Club meets at noon on Tuesdays, Riverfront Grille
 Am. Legion Queen of Hearts Raffle is on Tuesdays at 8pm, Pintown
 Kiwanis Meets at 6pm on Tuesdays at Riverfront Grille
 K of C Eat-In Fish Fry, Fridays 5-7:30pm beginning March 8-April 19

“The first of April is the day we remember what we are the other 364 days of the year. ” ~ Mark Twain
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Riverfront Grille Celebrates 10 Years!
Riverfront Grille opened on October 9th,
2009 and is the flagship operation for Pierce
Entertainment, LLC. Based in Chesaning,
Michigan, the restaurant is located downtown on the Shiawassee River and was
founded by co-owners and father & son duo,
Fran and Matt Pierce. This excerpt from Riverfront Grille’s webpage begins the story of
Chesaning’s popular waterside gathering
spot, banquet venue and comedy club!
Serving up a varied menu of familiar favorites and unique creations, Matt and his
staff offer comfortable dining for locals and
visitors alike. The restaurant also offers banquet and meeting space that can accommodate up to 200 guests and is the meeting
location for many local organizations including the Chesaning Rotary and Kiwanis Clubs,
as well as hosting the Chamber Annual Dinner many times in the past decade. A variety
of arcade games are available to entertain

while waiting for a meal and
the main dining area boasts
many television screens so patrons can catch their favorite
sporting events.
Riverfront Grille also offers
offsite catering and has become
very popular with guests at the
Creative Passions Crop & Quilt
Retreat Centers. In addition to
offering Comedy Night events
supporting local nonprofit
groups, Matt often organizes
bus trips in his grey school bus
to sporting events as well.
Stop in to see what is new at
Riverfront Grille and wish them a
hearty congratulations for achieving
a decade in business. The Chamber
thanks Matt and his staff for all that
they contribute to the community!

Happy 15th Anniversary, Broad Street Pharmacy!
Beth Tomac took a leap of faith 15 years
ago and, after working in the pharmacy industry for 30 years, decided it was time to
venture out on her own to open Broad Street
Pharmacy. Beth had prior experience managing a pharmacy and her daughter, Tammy
Mason, had just earned her pharmacy degree, so she felt the time was right. With encouragement and advice from other local
pharmacies, they began the new business
with just 6 employees, growing their staff to
more than 20 currently. Beth has had many
dedicated, local employees stay with her
from the beginning of Broad Street Pharmacy, including Robin Lister who is her gift
store manager, pharmacist Greg Jenkinson,
and employees Jen Gross and Tammy Mason.
She is proud of the fact that six of her pharmacist interns have gone on to get their
PharmD degrees over the years.
Broad Street Pharmacy is known for its
“hometown” feeling. Beth states “we look
out for our patients to make sure that they
are taken care of” with personalized care and
convenient services including easy in-and-out
parking. Technical updates such as auto-

mated counting machines help keep the
pharmacy operating efficiently and dose
packaging helps those who need to safely
track their medication schedules. Even the
gift selections have expanded throughout the
years, making Broad Street Pharmacy a great
place to find unique and thoughtful cards,
gifts and memorial items. The pharmacy is
also enjoying a bit of a remodel this year with
new paint and carpet giving the location a
fresh look.
The Chesaning Chamber of Commerce
would like to wish Beth and the staff of
Broad Street Pharmacy a very happy
15th Anniversary! Thank you for your
support of Chamber activities and community events! May you enjoy continued success for years to come!

Just waiting for warmer days,
Riverfront Grille’s 65 foot deck
overlooks the Shiawassee River!

Stop by Broad Street Pharmacy
to see their newest clothing and
gift selections!
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Chesaning Chamber of Commerce

Craft ’n Crop
Bring your glue, scissors, yarn, paper and more for a full day of creating!

Saturday, April 13, 2019 from 9:00 AM - 9:00 PM
Chesaning Area Conservation Club, 13750 W. Baldwin Road, Chesaning

$40 Per Person Includes:



Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner & Snacks!
Trash or Treasure Table
(Bring your extra craft supplies to swap)




Craft Consultants & Vendors
NEW! Crafty Champion Contest!
Earn entry tickets all day long with fun crafting challenges to win
fantastic prizes!
* Bring a new friend (who hasn’t attended in 2 years) to earn 10
tickets
* Wear a crafting-themed outfit to earn 2 tickets
* Bring a crafty coffee mug, glass or water bottle to earn 1 ticket
* On-the-spot challenges to earn more tickets will be announced
throughout the day!

REGISTRATION FORM
Please register by Wednesday, April 10, 2019
We do our best to seat everyone as they prefer when possible.
Payment must be submitted with registration form. One form per person.
Name
Address
Phone/E-Mail
Are you attending with a group?
Yes
No

If so, who would you like to sit with?

Do you need electricity?
Yes
No

Other Requests?

Make checks payable to: Chesaning Chamber of Commerce, 218 N. Front, Suite B, Chesaning, MI 48616
Questions may be directed to organizer Bobbi McIntyre (989-845-6320) or the Chamber office (989-845-3055)
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Kiwanis Kids Sucker Tournament

Saturday, April 13th ~ Registration @ 10:30AM
Cost: $5.00/child under the age of 16

Age groups 9 & Under and 10 to 16. This event is for kids
only. Parents or guardians can assist the child in fishing
but ultimately this tournament is designed to promote
outdoor recreation for the youth.
Prizes: Overall longest fish will be awarded $100 in each age
group. $50 for the runner up and $25 for the 3rd longest fish in
each age group. Also, raffle prizes will be drawn following the
cash prize presentation. MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN!
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Raffle Winners:
February 27
Mike Greenfelder
Drawn by
Sherry Adelberg
At
H&R Block

March 13
Pintown Pizza & Lanes
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The Coffee’s On Us!
We’re starting a new tradition at the
Chamber this spring! Join us for a “New Member Welcome” at the Indian’s Café on Thursday morning, April 18 from 7:45am until approximately 9am. This informal networking
event will give our newest chamber members
a chance to introduce themselves (a quick
program will be held at 8am) and give us all
an opportunity to mix and mingle before the

work day begins. The Chamber will provide
coffee, tea or soda to all chamber members
in attendance.
Please RSVP by phone at 989-845-3055
or email at info@chesaningchamber.org by
April 16 so we can help Indian’s Café plan for
staffing. We look forward to visiting with our
members, seasoned and new, and hope that
you will attend!

(Jon & Jim)
Drawn by
Bob Link & Dave
Shooltz
At
Self-Serve Lumber and
Home Center

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Chesaning Chamber of Commerce
218 N. Front Street ~ Suite B
Chesaning, MI 48616

