
Scratch My Back, Babe      
I am listening to Stevie Ray 

Vaughan playing Mary Had a Little 
Lamb while doing this note today. 
Check it out on YouTube. Sometimes 
change isn’t all that great, LOL. Great 
organ part, ‘though. Enough of that! 

Having been part of the Chamber 
board for over 10 years now, one 
question keeps coming up year in and 
year out. What does the chamber do 
for me and where in the world does 
our money go? I, too, look at Steve’s 
treasurer’s report each month and, for 
the most part, even I can understand 
them and wonder the same thing.  

Each one on the board put in 
100’s of volunteered hours each year. 
For what? Do you think I will sell a 
single house or classic car to another 
chamber member? Not many. So 
again, why? My son asks me almost 
daily. As part of the marketing com-
mittee, we have tried to put the bene-
fits down on paper. Tough, tough job. 
Why is Facebook so successful? We 
can keep track of each other. Most of 
you know that we had a recent addi-
tion to the Stoddard family. I was able 
to “share” Pierce’s experience’s with 
my “friends” on Facebook. As it turns 
out, one of my “friends” is a young 
man now that sat in my Sunday School 
class for years as a child. He recently 
had triplets that were born a bit early 
like Pierce. Two of his children didn’t 
make it through the process and one 
did. He was able to “walk me through 
his life’s trial” like no other person 
could! What a blessing Brett has been 
to me the last month or so.   

Networking, I think Facebook calls 
it. Learning from each other’s experi-
ences! We are all in the people busi-
ness. I probably won’t learn much 
about selling homes from Rob, Nancy, 
or Rick Rehmann but don’t you think I 
could learn something about 
Chesaning and the people of,  from 
those folks?  

I woke up this morning with my 
nearly daily statement “Scratch my 
back, babe”. I am sure Eileen is tired of 
it after 41 years, you think. Did my 
back itch? Heck no, I just wanted to 
feel her and know that she was there 
for me.   

 
See you in town~ 

      Randy  
 
 
Randall D. Stoddard, President 
Chesaning Chamber of Commerce 
Call me with any concerns or ideas! 
845-2183 office 
798-2263 cell 

The President’s Corner 

1-800-255-3055 ~ 989-845-3055 
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Your Name Here! 

(Open Position) 
 
 

Kate Weber 
Executive Director “Chesaning Chamber of Commerce Office and 

Water Tower at Sunset” by Phil Giesken 



Friday, February 12th, is the date of our 

very popular Valentine’s Taste of Michigan 

Beer, Wine and Tunes. We anticipate a great 

turn-out for this tasty affair! Thank you to all 

of those who supported the event, especially 

our sponsors: Frank’s Super Market, Sloan’s 

Septic Tank Service, United Financial Credit 

Union and Waddell & Reed Financial Advi-

sors. Thank you, also, to the Village of 

Chesaning for the use of the Peet Center and 

to all of our silent auction sponsors, including 

Ace Hardware, Broad Street Pharmacy, De-

signs by Bean, Full Moon Fitness & Tanning, 

Main Beverage, Mel Ervin Ford, Melissa 

Schneider, Pintown Pizza & Lanes, Possum’s 

Party Store, Rehmann’s Clothing, Stoddard 

Classic Cars, and Studio 124. We also appreci-

ate all of the hard work of the volunteers 

who made this event possible! 

Watch for information coming soon in 

your emails about our next Crafter’s Crop 

scheduled for a Saturday in April.  We also 

look forward to celebrating warmer weather 

with our Annual Golf Outing  scheduled for 

May 15th with proceeds supporting scholar-

ships for Chesaning High School students. 

And plan ahead for the Chamber Fireworks 

display on July 7th which will help kick off 

this year’s River Days Festival being organ-

ized by Chesaning Parks & Recreation! 

What the Chamber is Working On For You 

Welcome, New Member: Ben Frederick for State Representative 

Free Marketing Opportunity  

January 

Chamber Statistics: 

We received 

148 Phone Calls, 

427 Emails & 

98 Visitors 
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The Chesaning Chamber of Commerce 

has a partnership with other Chambers and 

Visitor Bureaus in the area, including the 

Birch Run/Bridgeport Chamber of Commerce. 

Because of this, our members sometimes can 

be eligible for special offers and opportuni-

ties that may prove beneficial to your busi-

nesses and organizations.  

One such opportunity comes to you from 

the Birch Run Premium Outlets. According to 

Lynn Vanella, Guest Services Manager, the 

Outlet VIP Shopper website includes a sec-

tion called “Deals Near By” featuring area 

businesses and the specials that they would 

like to promote. Coupons and discounts can 

be made available to the members of their 

VIP Shopper Club by simply sending the de-

tails of your business’s promotion or coupon 

to birchrunpremiumoutlets@simon.com.  

An example of a promotion could look 

like this:  

John’s Hamburger Shop 
1/1/16 – 1/31/16  

Birch Run Premium Outlets VIP Shopper Club 
members receive $1 off any combo meal. 

Limit one per person, per day. Not available 
with any other offer or discount.  

VIP shoppers can either show the cou-

pon on their mobile device or print a coupon 

from the website. Be sure to specify if your 

business has a preference for either method! 

Can Chesaning entice the Outlet Shop-

pers to venture a little further west during 

their visits? It certainly wouldn’t hurt to find 

out with this free opportunity! If you have 

any questions, you can contact Lynn Vanella 

at 1-989-624-1347 or send her an email at 

Lynn.Vanella@simon.com.   

We are pleased to announce our newest 
Associate Member, Owosso Mayor Ben Fre-
derick! Mr. Frederick has begun his campaign 
for the 85th District State House seat repre-
senting Shiawassee County along with 
Chesaning, Oakley, Brady, Brandt, Chapin and 
Maple Grove Townships, and other Saginaw 

County communities. He has been a life-long 
resident of Owosso, serving on the Owosso 
City Council since 2007 and holding the posi-
tion of mayor for the past six years.  

Be sure to say hello to Mr. Frederick at 
future Chesaning Chamber events, as well as 
other local activities in the months to come! 

“The greatest things in life aren’t things!” 

mailto:birchrunpremiumoutlets@simon.com


David J. Tomac-General Contractor Celebrates 20 Years 

Happy 5th Anniversary to the St. Charles Motel 
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In the spirit of Valentine’s Day, the tale of 
the St. Charles Motel under the ownership of 
Marcus and Kathie Kelley begins a bit like a 
love story. After meeting at a USO in Wash-
ington DC, they enjoyed their first date at the 
ocean where Marcus saved Kathie from 
drowning!  Married just four months later in 
December of 1972, Marcus brought his new 
bride home to St. Charles to meet his family. 
Once, while driving by the motel, they com-
mented to each other, “wouldn’t it be nice to 
own that place?”  

As Marcus states, “everything in its 
proper time”, and many years later, after 
completing time in military service and raising 
their son and two daughters, fate brought 
them back to St. Charles.  They had just pur-
chased his aunt’s house four doors down 
from the motel when a “for sale” sign ap-
peared in front of the property. Two weeks 
later, their premonition was fulfilled when 
they took ownership of the motel. Marcus 
shared with me that  they have no regrets 
about the purchase; they absolutely love run-
ning the business! 

The St. Charles Motel was built in 1952 
and consisted of ten rooms; two rooms were 
added on at a later date. Originally, the 
rooms were all shower-only, but they are 
completing renovations of one unit to include 
a tub/shower combination. They have added 
laundry facilities for their long-term residents. 
All of their rooms include a half-sized refrig-
erator, microwave and coffee pot, and there 
is a horseshoe pit and cook-out area available 
for entertainment, as well as a community 
garden in the summer and fall. The motel is 
known for catering to hunters and is dog-
friendly… Marcus and Kathie own 4 dogs of 
their own including 2 who were rescued. 

Currently, there is 1 handicap-accessible 
room, however, plans are in the works for the 
addition of four more . The Kelleys live on-
site, managing with the help of their son, 
Mark Jr. and their cousin, Fred Samuel. The 
Chamber congratulates Marcus and Kathie for 
achieving their 5th Anniversary in business 
(and, later this year, their 44th Wedding Anni-
versary!) and sends best wishes for the mo-
tel’s future growth and continued success! 

Another testament to the power of love, 
David Tomac credits his wife, Beth Tomac 
(chamber member, Broad Street Pharmacy), 
with his business success. These high school 
sweethearts will be celebrating 38 years to-
gether and David says her ability to help him 
weather storms and persevere was instru-
mental in seeing him through the ups and 
downs of the construction industry. 

David has actually worked in construc-
tion since 1983 but has been a member of 
the Chesaning Chamber as an independent 
contractor since 1995.  He wishes to thank all 
of his great customers for their business and 
help through the years. Because of  customer 
referrals, he has had to do very little advertis-
ing in the past decade. 

David recently began cutting back on the 
number of projects he will accept and, al-
though his answering machine declares him 
as retired, he is still truly hard at work on a 
different business venture: renovating the 

previous Colonial Motel into a fresh new 
apartment complex. When completed, the 
Colonial Motel will bear the name Chesaning 
Countryside Apartments and will feature 14 
apartments including 1-bedroom efficiency 
units, 2-bedroom units, and a larger 2-
bedroom unit with expanded living space 
where the motel office once was. David an-
ticipates 9 of the units being completed by 
the end of February and there is already a 
waitlist for the remaining units. 

David describes his future retirement 
career as being the “glorified maintenance 
man” for both Maple Grove and Chesaning 
Countryside apartments. He is a “silent part-
ner” in G&W Enterprises with Dan and Karen 
Brettrager who manage the complexes, as 
well as the storage units next to the Maple 
Grove complex. David looks forward to hav-
ing more time to spend in the Pentwater area 
and enjoying time with family and friends. 

Congratulations, David! You’ve earned it! 

“Under-Promise ~ Over-Deliver!” 



Community Calendar 

2016 EXPO - “Inside & Out: Getting Ready, Gearing Up!” 
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The annual Shiawassee Home, Garden & 
Business EXPO, sponsored by the Shiawassee 
Regional Chamber of Commerce, is sched-
uled for March 12 & 13 at the Owosso High 
School. Kevin Maurer, EXPO Committee 
Chairman, gave these statistics from 2015: 

 Last year, attendance was 2,682 
visitors over 2 days   

 95% of the attendees were home-
owners 

 85% said they intended to purchase 
something they saw at the EXPO 

“This is a SELLING show. Bring your prod-
ucts and sell, sell, sell,” says Kevin in his letter 
to potential EXPO registrants.  

Included with your registration submit-
ted before February 26th is free advertising 
of your EXPO discounts in a special marketing 
campaign slated to be shared in 4 area news-
papers to over 70,000 homes. Chesaning 
Chamber members are offered the same 
registration pricing as our Shiawassee Cham-
ber friends. EXPO packets are available here 
at the Chamber office or can be found online 
at  www.shiawasseechamber.org.  

The EXPO is scheduled to run Saturday, 
March 12 from 9AM-4PM and Sunday, March 
13 from 11AM-4:30PM. General Admission is 
$5 for ages 18-61, $4 for 62 and better. Call 
Sue Kadlek at 723-5149 with questions. 

Would you like to add a community event, open house, grand opening or other business 
celebration or special event to our calendar? Please call the office and we will make sure to 
share your event with the Chamber of Commerce Members! 

March 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Village  Council 7:30pm 

 

Queen of Hearts 8pm 

2 

Marketing Committee 

Meeting 8am 

3 4 

 

 

 

KofC Fish Fry 5-8pm 

5 

Gypsy Flea Meets Cowboy 

Couture, Saginaw Co. 

Fairgrounds 10am-4pm 

6 7 8 

 

 

 

Queen of Hearts 8pm 

9 

 

Chamber Raffle Noon 

10 

Chamber Board Meeting 

8am 

11 

 

 

 

KofC Fish Fry 5-8pm 

12      Shiawassee Home, 

Garden & Business EXPO 

9am-4pm 

Trinity Free Community 

Supper 5-7pm 

13     Shiawassee Home, 

Garden & Business EXPO 

11am-4:30pm 

Central MI Kart Swap at 

Sag. Co. Fair 10am-3pm 

14 15 

Village  Council 7:30pm 

 

 

Queen of Hearts 8pm 

16 

 

 

KofC Hamburg Nite 

5-7pm 

17 St. Patrick’s Day 18 

 

 

 

KofC Fish Fry 5-8pm 

19 

Chesaning Sports Boosters 

Dance at St. Peter’s Parish 

Hall 5:30pm-midnight 

20 21 

 

CandleWalk Committee 

Meeting 5:30pm 

 

22 

Task Force Meeting 

7:30am 

 

Queen of Hearts 8pm 

23 

 

Chamber Raffle Noon 

24 25 

 

 

 

KofC Fish Fry 5-8pm 

26 

Christ Lutheran and Lion’s 

Club Easter Egg Hunts  

Times TBA 

27 Easter Sunday 28 29 

 

 

 

Queen of Hearts 8pm 

30 31   

Thank you to  

Kathy Crissey of 

Neu-Rich Jewelers 

for providing the  

Words of Wisdom 

Quotes found  

at the bottom of 

pages 2 and 3! 

Have a good  

quote to share?  

Let Kate know! 

http://www.shiawasseechamber.org


The country-themed 14th Annual 
Chesaning Sports Boosters Dinner Dance is 
scheduled for Saturday, March 19th, and 
promises to be a great evening or food, en-
tertainment and prizes. Tickets are $125 for 
two people and include entry into drawings 
for cash prizes in the amounts of $100, $500, 
$1000 and $2500. 

Doors open at 5:30pm at the St. Peter’s 
Parish Hall, located at 803 Church Street in 
Chesaning. Dinner will be provided by Carol 
Amman of The Back Forty at 6:30pm and 
includes chicken, barbeque pulled pork, 
country sides and other delicious items. An 

open bar will also be available. 
Dance the night away to country music 

provided by The Sarah Regal Band; they 
promise to keep your toes tapping until mid-
night. Don’t forget to wear your boots! 

Other activities for the night include 
50/50 drawings, square boards and 8 prize 
packages valued at $500 each. Proceeds from 
the evening go to the continuing support of 
our local student athletes.  

Ticket information or other questions 
may be directed to Ron Poyer (989-721-
0616), Rebecca Pursley (989-445-0123) or 
Patti Escamilla (989-798-4581). 

Chesaning Sports Boosters Has Gone Country 
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Chesaning Chamber of Commerce 

P.O.Box 83 

Chesaning, MI 48616 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Do you have marketing materials 

that you have updated for 2016? The 

Chamber office is seeking brochures, 

menus, and other publications from 

our members for our brochure racks 

and mailings to visitors, community 

members and new residents. 

Please stop by with your latest 

advertising and informational docu-

ments so that we can be sure to hand 

out current materials. Too busy to 

make it in during Chamber office 

hours? Give Kate a call and she will 

be happy to come to you. 

Keeping Current SHOP Local, 

Shop CHESANING! 

Chesaning Chamber of Commerce Mission Statement  

 

“To actively foster business growth,  

member services and a united community”  

Winner, Winner, Chicken Dinner! 

Congratulations to two more 

Chamber Raffle winners of $300… Dr. 

Abbi Schleusener, one of the amazing 

staff at Animal Health Care, had her 

ticket stub pulled from the bin by Joe 

Ruthig of American Legion-Post 212 

on January 27th. Ruth O’Connor of 

Saginaw became a winner thanks to 

George Detwiler of Chesaning snag-

ging her lucky ticket stub, a Christmas 

gift from her son, on February 10th.  

$20 tickets are available for pur-

chase at the Chamber office, Reh-

mann and Sons Clothing and Commu-

nity State Bank for the remainder of 

the year. Drawings are at noon on the 

2nd and 4th Wednesday of every 

month and winning tickets are re-

turned to the bin for future drawings! 

Curious about your odds? Currently, 

each ticket stub has a better-than 1 

out of 600 chance of being drawn. 

Proceeds from the 2016 Raffle 

support the Chamber Fireworks and 

other Chamber projects.  
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