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Well, soon 2016 will be just a 
memory.  The bridge will be re-
opened and traffic will be flowing 
at the previous pace, whatever that 
was.  Do we remember?  I had one 
of my ole buddies in the office the 
other day talking about what brings 
people into Chesaning?  The busi-
nesses, the river rapids, the river 
itself, the festivals, family ties, the 
history, school events, etc. The 
truth of the matter is all of these 
things and many other reasons. 
But, what really brings people into 
town? M-57.  Disrupt that and 
Chesaning is in a world of hurt, and 
that is what happened to us this 
year.  MDOT partially reopened M-
57 back in late October then shut it 
down for two days during Candle 
Walk.  Wow, not good! Change; we 
were DETOURED again. 

DETOUR: how we hate that 
sign! A turn in the wrong way from 
what we are used to, a 30 second 
delay, a wait-your-turn over the 
bridge.  A crook in an otherwise 
straight road. Truth is, life is full of 
DETOURS; a change of job, a 
change of our targeted market,  a 
change in schools, our doctor 
changes our diet, and the list goes 
on and on.  Detours are a very real 
part of life. 

The key to the whole thing is… 
how do we handle Detours? A road
-rage, single-finger wave to a pass-
ing motorist?  A couple-point rise in 

our blood pressure? A sentence 
yelled to  whoever is listening filled 
with profanity that no one really 
knows whom you are yelling at, or 
a simple “oh well, life goes on”... 
and off to the next detour.  

You all are worthy of an atta-
boy for this year’s DETOUR! We 
lived through it.  And we will soon 
enjoy the beauty of a new bridge 
reconnecting the west side to the 
east side of Chesaning. Something 
that we simply have taken for 
granted for years past and will for 
years ahead.   Thanks to all the con-
structions folks and the business 
folks that have endured “the DE-
TOUR” during the summer of 
2016.   

On to the next DETOUR  2017. 
See you on the other side of the 
Shiawassee... 
 

Randy Stoddard, President 
Chesaning Area Chamber of Commerce 

“A truly happy person is one who can 
enjoy the scenery while on a detour.” 

~Author Unknown 
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January 2017 

November 

Chamber Statistics: 

We received 

188 Phone Calls, 

491 Emails & 

148 Visitors 
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“All our dreams can come true – if we have the courage to pursue them.” ~ Walt Disney 

Member News & Community Highlights 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1     

 
2 

CHAMBER OFFICE 

CLOSED 

3 

7:30pm Village Council 

 

8pm Queen Of Hearts  

4        8am Chamber  

Marketing Meeting 

5 

 

7:30pm Chesaning 

Township Board  

Meeting 

6 7 

8 

 

9 

CHAMBER OFFICE 

CLOSED 

10   

CHAMBER OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

11 

 

Noon Chamber Raffle 

 

6pm DDA Meeting 

12 

8am Chamber Board 

Meeting 

 

 

13 14 

Free Community Supper 

at Trinity UMC 5-7pm 

15 16       MLK Jr Day 

 

 

17 
 

7:30pm Village Council 

 

8pm Queen Of Hearts  

18 

 

 

 

19 

 

20 21 

 

6pm Chamber Annual 

Dinner at The Public 

House 

22 23 

 

5:30pm Candlewalk 

Committee Meeting 

24 

7:30am Task Force  

Meeting 

8pm Queen Of Hearts  

25 

Noon Chamber Raffle 

 

 

26 27 28 

29 30 

 

31 
 
 
 

8pm Queen Of Hearts  

 

 

   

 Granny's Kitchen has a special on their 
gift certificates to make your holiday 
shopping more affordable... get a $25 gift 
certificate for only $20 through December 
24! Need a break from holiday cooking? 
They will be open on Christmas eve from 
6am-2pm, Christmas day from 8am until 
2pm and New Year’s eve from 6am-2pm! 

 The Chesaning Varsity Bowling Club is 
having a Bowl-A-Thon on Sunday, Decem-
ber 18 at Pintown Lanes. The money 
raised will fund the Club for the 2016-17 
season. If you would like to make a dona-
tion, contact Phil Larner at 989-220-5176 
or Pintown at 989-845-3344.  

 Happy Retirement to Linda Vitous of  
Family Insurance Services and David J. 
Tomac-General Contractor. Enjoy the 
reward of your years of service to the 
Chesaning community! 

Mark your new 2017 Calendars for our next 
Owosso Poker Room Fundraiser coming up on  

Thursday-Sunday, February 2-5! 

Welcome New Members! 
We are pleased to announce two new 

business members in 2017! The Silver Thim-

ble offers a variety of fabrics, patterns and 

tools for all of your sewing needs, as well as 

classes for your enjoyment and scrapbooking 

supplies. The shop is owned by Valina James 

who was very involved with our Candlelight 

Walk committee, bringing great new ideas 

and offering her shop as a location for chil-

dren to make creative letters for Santa. 

Ground was officially broken recently for 

another new business member, Chesaning 

Comfort Care, a senior assisted living facility, 

which is expected to be completed in sum-

mer of 2017. The Chamber welcomes both of 

these new members and looks forward to 

celebrating your successes! 



Nelson-House Funeral Homes Martin Chapel ~ 160 Years of Service 
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The Martin Chapel of Nelson-House  
Funeral Homes, located in downtown 
Chesaning, is one of the oldest funeral homes 
in Michigan. Formerly the Walker Funeral 
Home, it was established in 1856 by O. F. 
Walker. Mr. Walker was a carpenter and cabi-

net-maker by trade and 
started out selling hand-
made coffins. Through 
this trade, he became 
involved in the undertak-
ing business. His original 
furniture and undertak-
ing business was located 
in the present-day Malt 
Shop.  

In 1884, O.F. Walker built one of 
Chesaning’s first brick buildings to accommo-
date his growing business. In the early 1890’s, 
his son W.B. “Bert” Walker joined the family 
business. Bert received one of the first Em-
balmer’s Licenses ever issued in the state of 
Michigan in 1901. The license, numbered 15, 
still hangs in the Martin Chapel office today! 

Bert died in 1936 and F. B. Walker (O.F. 
Walker’s nephew) ran the funeral home for 
over 20 years. He sold It to Ray and Mary 
Martin in 1959, who renamed it the Walker-
Martin Funeral Home. In 1983, Ray sold the 
business to his son and daughter-in-law, 
Daniel R. and Laura Martin. Dan and Laura 
operated the business for 32 years before 
selling it to the Nelson-House Funeral Homes 
family in 2015. 

The current location of the Martin Chapel 
was the original home of Bert Walker and is 
undergoing renovations to update and en-
hance the interior. Enlargement and moderni-
zation of the bathrooms and updates to the 
entry way have already been completed. New 
work has begun on the lounge area with new 

cabinetry and kitchenette facilities be-
ing installed soon. 

The original Walker Funeral Home 
has continuously served the greater 
Chesaning community for over 160 
years. Nelson-House Funeral Homes 
Martin Chapel is now managed by 
Chesaning residents, Tyler and Adrianna 
McGeehan, who state “we could not be 
more honored and privileged to con-
tinue that heritage for years to come”. 
Tyler and Adrianna were both born and 
raised in the Owosso area and moved 
to Chesaning in February of 2015. Tyler had 
recently joined the family business at Nelson-
House Funeral Homes (co-owned by his step-
father) after attending the Pittsburgh Insti-
tute of Mortuary Science, graduating in De-
cember of 2014 and passing his board exami-
nations to obtain his license in January of 
2015. Adrianna manages the office  and the 
Martin Chapel employs two additional em-
ployees as well as occasionally enlisting the 
help of employees from the Nelson-House 
Funeral Home in Owosso. Tyler also manages 
the New Lothrop Chapel. The busy McGee-
han’s have 2 children with a 3rd due in early 
2017! 

The Nelson-House Funeral Homes web-
page states “Our goal is to serve the families 
in our community, not an out-of-state corpo-
ration or their board of directors. We highly 
value our local communities. We appreciate 
family ties, local customs, and community 
traditions. Just like you, we support our local 
schools, charities, and businesses."  The 
Chesaning Chamber of Commerce thanks 
Tyler and Adrianna for their continued sup-
port of the Chamber and community, and 
celebrates the legacy and future of the Nel-
son-House Funeral Homes Martin Chapel in 
Chesaning! 



Annual Dinner Award Nomination Forms 
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Please be sure to 

submit your award 

nominations for 

the 2017 Annual 

Dinner scheduled 

for 6pm, Saturday, 

January 21st at 

The Public House. 

Forms are due to 

the Chamber 

office by Dec. 30 

and are also 

available online 

by clicking here:  

AWARD FORMS.  

http://www.chesaningchamber.org/annual-dinner.html


Wanted: Your Participation! 
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Four board positions with three-year 
terms are decided by votes from our silver 
and gold level members every year. The re-
sult? Our membership builds a team of hard-
working individuals with the best interests of 
the Chesaning business community and citi-
zens in mind. Nominations are currently being 
accepted at the Chamber office for our 2017 
election ballots which will issued around the 
first of the year; if you are interested in run-
ning for a board member position, please 
contact the Chamber office or talk with a cur-
rent board member for more information. 

Have you ever thought about becoming 
more involved with the chamber but weren’t 
quite ready to commit to a board position? 
Why not serve on a committee? We need 
help with many events and chamber func-
tions throughout the year including: 

 Annual Dinner 

 Poker Room Fundraiser Events 

 Valentine’s Beer & Wine Tasting 

 Building Maintenance 

 Scrapbook Crop Day 

 Annual Golf Outing 

 Town-Wide Attic Sale 

 Fireworks 

 Marketing/Membership 

 Fall Chamber Dinner 

 Christmas Candlelight Walk 

 And so much more! 
Remember: Many hands make light 

work! Your ideas, committee membership 
and volunteer hours are appreciated and 
needed to keep these events going. Contact 
Kate in the Chamber office for committee 
meeting and volunteer sign up information. 

Annual Dinner Award Nominations… Continued 



Chesaning Chamber of Commerce 

P.O.Box 83 

Chesaning, MI 48616 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
Highlights from the Chesaning Candlelight Walk 

December 2016 Page 6 

 

Raffle Winners: 

November 23 

John Newmann 

Drawn by Amanda 

Danek 

 

December 14 

Len Strait 

Drawn by Steven Keck 

 

2017 Chamber Raffle 

Tickets are now avail-

able and make great 

stocking stuffers!  The 

first drawing in 2017 

will be on January 11 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Chesaning Chamber of Commerce to you and your families! 


